10-24-BOD (End of 2024 Business)

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
Friday, January 24, 2025 at 9:00 AM EST to Friday, January 24, 2025 at 12:00PM
EST

Agenda

1. Events
2. Call to Order
3. Land Acknowledgement

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority Board acknowledges that we are
situated on the traditional land of the Anishnaabeg people. The Anishnaabeg include
the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Pottawatomi nations, collectively known as the Three Fires
Confederacy. We are dedicated to honouring Indigenous history and culture and
committed to moving forward in the spirit of reconciliation and respect with all First
Nation, Métis and Inuit people.

4. Declaration of Pecuniary and Conflict of Interest
5. Motion to Adopt the Agenda

Recommendation:
RESOLVED THAT: the agenda for the Board of Directors meeting #10-24-BOD
dated on January 24, 2025 be approved.

6. In-Camera

Recommendation:

RESOLVED THAT: this meeting of the Board of Directors No. 10-24-BOD move
into closed session at to address matters pertaining to:

Personal information regarding an identifiable individual, including authority staff.

7. Out of In-Camera

Recommendation:
RESOLVED THAT: the Board of Directors rise from in-camera at and report
progress.

8. Presentations

Chair Little will be conducting a presentation regarding NVCA's 2024 Year in
Review.

9. Deputations
There are no deputations at this time.
10. Hearings

There are no hearings at this time.



11. Determination of Items Requiring Separate Discussion

Board members are requested to identify items from the Consent List that they
wish to have considered for separate discussion.

12. Adoption of Consent List and Identification of Items Requiring Separate
Discussion

Recommendation

RESOLVED THAT: agenda item number(s), was identified as requiring
separate discussion, be referred for discussion under Agenda Item #12; and
FURTHER THAT: all Consent List Agenda Items not referred for separate
discussion be adopted as submitted to the board and staff be authorized to take all
necessary action required to give effect to same; and

FURTHER THAT: any items in the Consent List not referred for separate
discussion, and for which conflict has been declared, are deemed not to have been
voted on or discussed by the individual making the declaration.

13. Consent List

13.1. Adoption of Minutes

Recommendation
RESOLVED THAT: the minutes of the Board of Directors meeting 09-24-BOD
dated on December 13, 2024 be approved.

13.2. Staff Reports
13.2.1. Staff Report No. 47-10-24-BOD from Sheryl Flannagan,
Interim CAO/Director, Corporate Services regarding Administrative
Bylaws Update
Recommendation:
RESOLVED THAT: the Board of Directors approve Staff Report No. 47-10-
24-BOD regarding the Administrative Bylaws Update.

13.2.2. Staff Report No. 48-10-24-BOD from Maria Leung, Senior
Communications Specialist regarding Communications Report

Recommendation:
RESOLVED THAT: Staff Report No. 48-10-24-BOD regarding NVCA
Communications - November 27, 2024 - January 9, 2025, be received.

14. Other Business

15. Adjourn to Board of Directors 2024 Annual General Meeting and
Elections

Recommendation:
RESOLVED THAT: this meeting adjourn at and the position of the Chair
be declared vacant.



09-24-BOD Agenda Minutes (Draft)
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
Friday December 13, 2024 at 9:00 AM EST

Attendance
Present:
Clir. Joe Belanger, Wasaga Beach (Town); Chair Gail Little, Amaranth
(Township); Deputy Mayor Paul Van Staveren Clearview (Township); Cllr.
Patricia Clark, Mulmur (Township); Cllr. June Porter, The Blue Mountains
(Town); Vice-Chair Jonathan Scott, Bradford West Gwillimbury (Town); Cllr.
Joel Loughead, Grey Highlands (Municipality); Clir. Pieter Kiezebrink, Essa
(Township); Mayor Scott W. Anderson, Adjala-Tosorontio (Township); Cllir.
Christopher Baines, Collingwood (Town); Clir. Nicole Cox, New Tecumseth
(Town); CliIr Phil Fisher, Springwater (Township); Clir. Kevin Eisses, Innisfil
(Town); Mayor Darren White, Melancthon (Township); (Town); Clir. Ralph
Manktelow, Mono (Town); ClIr. Gary Harvey, Barrie (City); Clir. Kyle Fegan,
Shelburne (Town)

NVCA Staff:

Sheryl Flannagan, Director, Corporate Services; Doug Hevenor, Chief
Administrative Officer; Chris Hibberd, Director, Watershed Management
Services; Kyra Howes, Director, Conservation Services; Doug Hevenor, Chief
Administrative Officer; Dalia Al-Ali, Manager, Engineering Services; Tyler
Mulhall, Planner; Ben Krul, Manager, Development Planning and Permits;
Meagan Kieferle, Senior Regulations Officer; Fred Dobbs, Manager,
Stewardship Services - departed at 9:12am; Kerry Jenkins, Administrative
Assistant/Recorder

Absent:
Cllr. Richard Schell, Oro-Medonte (Township)

1. Events

Winter Camp Tiffin

Our staff have been excited to plan some winter camp activities for Winter
Camp Tiffin which will be full of outdoor adventures.

Led by NVCA'’s environmental educators, Camp Tiffin is an outdoor camp
desighed to enhance your child’s knowledge, understanding and
appreciation of the natural world and our amazing planet.

Dates: December 30, 2024, January 2 & 3, 2025

Location: Tiffin Centre for Conservation



Christmas Bird Count for Kids

Christmas Bird Count for Kids is a fun, family friendly bird watching event
that contributes to scientific bird count data.

Learn how to watch birds from our local nature enthusiasts, Nature Barrie.
After their presentation inside, we will take to the trails on a guided hike to
find and practice identifying the birds at Tiffin!

Hot chocolate is included. Please bring your own reusable mug.

Date: January 2, 2025

Location: Tiffin Centre for Conservation

Tiffin Nature School

At Tiffin Nature School, children aged 2.5 to 10 are invited to explore and
connect with the natural world. We nurture their innate curiosity, offering
immersive outdoor experiences that inspire discovery and growth.
Dates: Tuesdays & Thursdays until May 29, 2025

Location: Tiffin Centre for Conservation

Call to Order

Chair Little called the meeting to order at 9:02am.

Land Acknowledgement

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority Board acknowledges that we are
situated on the traditional land of the Anishnaabeg people. The Anishnaabeg
include the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Pottawatomi nations, collectively known as
the Three Fires Confederacy. We are dedicated to honouring Indigenous
history and culture and committed to moving forward in the spirit of
reconciliation and respect with all First Nation, Métis and Inuit people.

Declaration of Pecuniary and Conflict of Interest

Motion to Adopt the Agenda

Recommendation:

RES: 62-24

Moved by: Cllr. Joe Belanger

Seconded by: ClIr. Joel Loughead

RESOLVED THAT: the agenda for the Board of Directors meeting #09-24-
BOD dated on December 13, 2024 be approved as amended.

Carried;

Announcements

Chair Little and Kyra Howes, Director, Conservation Services informed
members of Fred Dobbs, Manager, Stewardship Services retirement.

Deputations

There were no deputations at this time.

Hearings



10.

11.

There were no hearings at this time.

Determination of Items Requiring Separate Discussion

Board members are requested to identify items from the Consent List that
they wish to have considered for separate discussion.

Adoption of Consent List and Identification of Items Requiring
Separate Discussion

Recommendation:

RES: 63-24

Moved by: Clir. Nicole Cox

Seconded by: ClIr. Christopher Baines

RESOLVED THAT: agenda item number(s), 11.2.2 and 11.2.4 was
identified as requiring separate discussion, be referred for discussion under
Agenda Item #11; and

FURTHER THAT: all Consent List Agenda Items not referred for separate
discussion be adopted as submitted to the board and staff be authorized to
take all necessary action required to give effect to same; and

FURTHER THAT: any items in the Consent List not referred for separate
discussion, and for which conflict has been declared, are deemed not to
have been voted on or discussed by the individual making the declaration.
Carried;

Consent List

11.1. Adoption of Minutes

Recommendation:

Approved by Consent

Moved by: Mayor Darren White

Seconded by: ClIr. Patricia Clark

RESOLVED THAT: the minutes of the Board of Directors meeting 08-
24-BOD dated on November 22, 2024 be approved.

11.2. Staff Reports

11.2.1. Staff Report No. 42-09-24-BOD from Tyler Mulhall,
Planner regarding 2024 BOD Permits

Recommendation:

Approved by Consent

Moved by: Cllr. Joe Belanger

Seconded by: ClIr. Kevin Eisses

RESOLVED THAT: NVCA Board of Directors receive Staff
Report No. 42-09-24-BOD that summarizes the permits and
approvals issued by staff for the period of July 24, 2024 to
November 15, 2024.



11.2.2,

11.2.3.

11.2.4.

Staff Report No. 43-09-24-BOD from Ben Krul, Manager,
Development Planning and Permits regarding 2025 Fees
for Planning and Permit Applications

Recommendation:

RES: 64-24

Moved by: Clir. June Porter

Seconded by: Mayor Scott W. Anderson

RESOLVED THAT: The Board of Directors receive Staff Report
No. 43-09-24-BOD regarding proposed changes to planning
and permitting

review fees; and

FURTHER THAT: the Board of Directors approve increase of
the planning and permitting fees for 2025 based on cost of
living allowance (3.1%) and pending expiring or lifting of the
fee freeze by the Minister of Natural Resources.

Withdrawn;

Due to Provincial announcement in continuation of planning fee
freeze.

Staff Report No. 44-09-24-BOD from Sheryl Flannagan,
Director, Corporate Services regarding Update on
Regulatory Deliverables

Recommendation:

Approved by Consent

Moved by: Clir. Ralph Manktelow

Seconded by: ClIr. Phil Fisher

RESOLVED THAT: Staff Report No. 44-09-24-BOD related to
an update on regulatory deliverables, be received for
information.

Staff Report No. 45-09-24-BOD from Sheryl Flanagan,
Director, Corporate Services regarding 2025 Budget

Recommendation:

RES: 65-24

Moved by: Cllr. Gary Harvey

Seconded by: Clir. Nicole Cox

RESOLVED THAT: Staff Report No. 45-09-24-BOD regarding
the NVCA’s 2025 Budget be received; and

FURTHER THAT: the 2025 Category 1 budget, operational and
capital, as presented in the 2025 Draft Budget booklet be
approved; and

FURTHER THAT: each watershed member municipality be
formally advised of their respective share of the Category 1
levies, operational and capital; and



12.

13.

FURTHER THAT: the 2025 Categories 2 & 3 budget,
operational and capital, as presented in the 2025 Draft Budget
booklet be approved; and

FURTHER THAT: each watershed member municipality be
formally advised of their respective share of the Categories 2 &
3 levies once the memorandum of understanding with the
municipality is signed, operational and capital; and

FURTHER THAT: should a member municipality choose not to
participate in Categories 2 & 3, that reserves be used to cover
the difference in the budgeted levy for the 2025 year.
Recorded Vote:

Yay:

Mayor Scott W. Anderson, Deputy Mayor Gail Little, Clir. Gary
Harvey, Deputy Mayor Paul Van Staveren, Clir. Christopher
Baines, CllIr. Pieter Kiezebrink, Clir. Joel Loughead, Cllr. Kevin
Eisses, Cllr. Ralph Manktelow, Clir. Nicole Cox, ClIr. Phil Fisher,
Clir. Joe Belanger, Clir. June Porter, Cllr. Jonathan Scott, Clir.
Patricia Clark

Nay:

Mayor Darren White, Cllr. Kyle Fegan

Absent:

Cllr. Rick Schell

Carried;

11.2.5. Staff Report No. 46-09-24-BOD from Maria Leung, Senior
Communications Specialist regarding Communications
Report

Recommendation:

Approved by Consent

Moved by: Clir. Pieter Kiezebrink

Seconded by: ClIr. Nicole Cox

RESOLVED THAT: Staff Report No. 46-09-24-BOD regarding
NVCA Communications - November 9, 2024 - November 26,
2024, be received.

Other Business

In-Camera

Recommendation:

RES: 66-24

Moved by: Mayor Scott W. Anderson

Seconded by: Clir. Nicole Cox

RESOLVED THAT: this meeting of the Board of Directors No. 05-24-BOD
move into closed session at 9:37am to address matters pertaining to:
Personal information regarding an identifiable individual, including authority
staff.

Carried;



14.

15.

Out of In-Camera

Recommendation:

RES: 67-24

Moved by: Mayor Darren White

Seconded by: ClIr. Phil Fisher

RESOLVED THAT: the Board of Directors rise from in-camera at 11:47am
and report progress.

and;

FURTHER THAT: the Chair and Vice-Chair proceed as directed by the
Board of Directors.

Carried;

Adjourn

Recommendation:

RES: 68-24

Moved by: Deputy Mayor Paul Van Staveren

Seconded by: Mayor Darren White

RESOLVED THAT: this meeting adjourn at 11:48am to meet again on
January 24, 2025 or at the call of the Chair.

Carried;



Staff Report: 47-10-24-BOD

Date: 24/01/2025
To: Chair and Members of the Board of Directors
From: Sheryl Flannagan

Interim Chief Administrative Officer/Director, Corporate Services

SUBJECT: Administrative Bylaws Update

Recommendation

RESOLVED THAT: the Board of Directors approve Staff Report No. 47-10-24-
BOD regarding the Administrative Bylaws Update.

Purpose of the Staff Report

The purpose of this Staff Report is to receive approval to update the Administrative
Bylaws for the Board of Directors.

Background

The Board of Directors approved the NVCA Administrative Bylaws August 24, 2018.
There have been updates as required since then.

Issues/Analysis

Conservation Ontario (CO) provides a template for Administrative Bylaws to all
conservation authorities. The NVCA follows this template. At their December Board
meeting, CO had approved some minor changes to the template to reflect the new
Ontario Regulation 402/22 which replaced Ontario Regulation 139/96. Attached are
the proposed administrative bylaws with the changes marked with track changes.



Administrative Bylaw Update
Staff Report No. 47-10-24-BOD

Relevance to Authority Policy/Mandate

Good administrative bylaws are critical and essential for operating under the
Conservation Authorities Act.

Impact on Authority Finances

Staff time to prepare this report is addressed in the 2024/25 budget.

Climate Change Implications

There are no climate change implications related to this report.

Reviewed by: Approved for submission by:
Original Signed by Original Signed by

Sheryl Flannagan Sheryl Flannagan

Interim Chief Administrative Officer/ Interim Chief Administrative Officer/
Director, Corporate Services Director Corporate Services

Attachment #1 - Administrative Bylaws - Draft
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Section 1 — Introduction
1.1 Welcome to the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA) is a non-share corporation that
was created in 1960 under The Conservation Authorities Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. C27 (the
Act). Under Section 20 of the Act, our objects are “to establish and undertake, in the
area over which [we] have jurisdiction, a program designed to further the conservation,
restoration, development and management of natural resources other than gas, oil, coals
and minerals”.

Under the Act, municipalities within a common watershed are enabled to petition the
province to establish a Conservation Authority. The purpose of the Act is to provide for
the organization and deliver programs and services that further the conservation,
restoration, development and management of natural resources in watersheds in Ontario.
The Authority is comprised of its 18 Members, 1 appointed as representatives by each
Participating Municipality as per the following resolution:

Moved by: B. French Seconded by: B. Meadows

RES: 113-16 RESOLVED THAT: Staff Report No. 78-11-16-BOD regarding a final NVCA
Board reduction from 27 to 18 members be approved by the Board of
Directors; and

FURTHER THAT: the NVCA/Municipal Memorandum of Agreement (MOA),
appended to the Staff Report, for ongoing appointment of 18 members to
the Board of Directors be approved; and

FURTHER THAT: the Chair and CAO be authorized to sign the MOA and
circulate it to the 18 participating municipalities for approval and signature.

Carried Unanimously;

An additional member may be appointed to the authority by the Minister as a
representative of the agricultural sector.
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The NVCA has 18 member
municipalities:

Township of Adjala-Tosorontio Town of Innisfil

Township of Amaranth Township of Melancthon
City of Barrie Town of Mono

Town of The Blue Mountains Mulmur Township

Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury Town of New Tecumseth
Township of Clearview Township of Oro-Medonte
Town of Collingwood Town of Shelburne
Township of Essa Township of Springwater
Municipality of Grey Highlands Town of Wasaga Beach

Our Vision: Innovative watershed management supporting a healthy environment,
communities and lifestyles.

Our Mission: Working together to lead, promote, support and inspire innovative
watershed management.

Our Guiding Principles: We are committed to carrying out our responsibilities,
providing services to our customers and working with our partners in a professional,
accountable, responsible and dedicated manner.

We are:

= an adaptive organization - constantly striving to improve; committed to
anticipating change and thinking strategically

e a'can-do" organization - collaborative, decisive and efficient, committed to
finding solutions that work for all

= a science-based organization - committed to using the best available watershed
science and knowledge to inform decisions

« a professional organization - authentic and credible, respectful of all and
receptive to the ideas of others

= an open organization - approachable, committed to customer service excellence,
honest, open, transparent and effective

= aresponsible organization - trustworthy, committed to fiscal prudence and the
responsible use of resources.

As an organization, we are committed to:

e protecting watershed communities from natural hazards

= promoting and protecting the value of the watershed and its resources

= working effectively with our municipal partners to deliver superb customer service
e partnering with the agricultural community to advance stewardship

« collaborating with the development industry to advance low impact development
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« working with members of the environmental community to advance environmental
sustainability
« developing watershed science, information and knowledge

The Members of the Conservation Authority form the General Membership of the
Conservation Authority. The Members are bound by the Act and other applicable
legislation. The Authority must always act within the scope of its powers. As a non-share
corporation, the Authority has the capacity and, subject to the Act and other applicable
legislation, the rights, powers and privileges of a natural person. The powers of a
conservation authority to accomplish its objectives are set out in the Act, including those
identified under subsection 21(1), see Appendix 1.

1.2 Definitions

Act means the Conservation Authorities Act, R.S.0. 1990, chapter C.27

Ad-Hoc Committee means a committee of Members established by the Board of
Directors from among the Members to study, consider and report back and make
recommendations to the Board of Directors on any subject on which the authority has
jurisdiction. An Ad-Hoc Committee has a defined timeframe.

Advisory Committee means a committee of Members established by the Board of
Directors to provide program strategic direction recommendations to the Board of
Directors

Authority means the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority

Board of Directors shall mean the 18 Members of the 18 watershed municipalities
appointed by the watershed municipality and forming a Board of Directors according to
the population of the municipality

CAO/Secretary-Treasurer means Chief Administrative Officer of the Authority

Chair means the Chairperson as referenced in the Act as elected by the Members of the
Authority

Fiscal Year shall mean the period from January 1 through December 31

General Membership means all of the members, collectively and effectively acting as
directors as specified in the Ontario Not-For-Profit Corporations Act (ONCA).

tewy-Apportionment means the amount of net costs apportioned to participating
municipalities in accordance with the Act and Regulations under the Act.

Majority shall mean half of the votes plus one

Members shall mean the members appointed to the Authority by the participating
municipalities in the Authority’s area of jurisdiction and a member appointed to the
Authority by the Minister as a representative of the agricultural sector (if applicable) and
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effective act as directors as specified in the Ontario Not-For-Profit Corporations Act
(ONCA).

Minister means the Minister as defined in the Act.

Non-matching Levy means that portion of an Authority’s levy that meets the definition
of non-matching levy as found in Ontario Regulation 139/96.

Officer means an officer of the Authority empowered to sign contracts, agreements and
other documents on behalf of the Authority in accordance with section 19.1 of the Act,
which shall include the Chair, Vice-Chair, the CAO/Secretary Treasurer.

Participating Municipality means a municipality that is designated by or under the Act
as a participating municipality in a conservation authority.

Pecuniary Interest includes the financial or material interests of a Member and the
financial or material interests of a member of the Member’s immediate family.

Staff means employees of the Authority as provided for under Section 19(1) of the Act.
Vice-Chair means the Vice-Chairperson as elected by the members of the Authority.

Weighted Majority_Vote means the votes of 51 percent of those represented after the
votes are weighted by the percentage that applies under Ontario Regulation
139/96402/22: Budget and ApportionmentferMunicipal-tevies.

Section 2 — Governance Policies

2.0 Board of Directors

2.0.1 Appointments

Participating Municipalities within the jurisdiction of the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority shall appoint Members in accordance with Section 14 of
the Act. An additional agricultural sector representative may be appointed to
the Authority by the Minister.

Appointed members must reside in a Participating Municipality within the
Authority’s area of jurisdiction. Participating municipalities must ensure that at
least 70 percent of its appointees are selected from among the municipal
council or apply to the Minister for permission to appoint less than this percent.
Additional appointees may include citizens as well as an additional member who
may be appointed by the Minister as a representative of the agricultural sector.

Collectively, the appointed Members for the purposes of this bylaw are also
referred to as the General Membership.
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2.0.2

2.0.3

Term of Member Appointments

In accordance with Section 14 of the Act, a Member shall be appointed for a
term of four years at the discretion of the appointing participating municipality;
such term beginning at the first meeting of the Authority following his or her
appointment and ending immediately before the first meeting of the Authority
following the appointment of his or her replacement. The CAO/Secretary-
Treasurer shall notify the appropriate municipality in advance of the expiration
date of any Member’s term, unless notified by the municipality of the Member’s
reappointment or the appointment of his or her replacement. A Member is
eligible for reappointment. A Member can be replaced by a Participating
Municipality at the municipality’s discretion prior to the end of their term. The
Minister will define the term for the Member they appoint as a representative of
the agricultural sector_and they may be replaced at the Minister’s discretion.

Powers of the General Membership

Subject to the Act and other applicable legislation, the General Membership is
empowered without restriction to exercise all of the powers prescribed to the
Authority under the Act. In addition to the powers of an authority under s.21 of
the Act for the purposes of accomplishing its objects, as referenced in the
introduction of this Bylaw model, the powers of the General Membership include
but are not limited to:

i. Approving by resolution, the creation of Committees and/or Advisory
Boards, the members thereof and the terms of reference for these
Committees and/or Advisory Boards;

ii. Appointing a Chief Administrative Officer/Secretary-Treasurer;

iii. Terminating the services of the Chief Administrative Officer/Secretary-
Treasurer;
iv. Approving establishing and implementing regulations, policies and
programs;
v. Awarding contracts or agreements where the approval of the Authority is
required under the Authority’s purchasing policy;
vi. Approving by resolution, any new capital project of the Authority;
vii. Approving by resolution, the method of financing any new capital projects;
viii. Approving details on budget allocations on any new or existing capital
projects;
ix. Approving the total budget for the ensuing year, and approving the levies
apportionment to be paid by the Participating Municipalities;

X. Receiving and approving the Financial Statements and Report of the

Auditor for the preceding year;
xi. Authorizing the borrowing of funds on the promissory note of the Authority
in accordance with subsection 3(5) of the Act;
xii. Approving by resolution, any proposed acquisition of land or disposition of
land, subject to the requirements under the Act;
Xiii. Approving permits or refusing permission as may be required under any
regulations made under Section 28 of the Act;
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Xiv. Holding hearings required for the purpose of reviewing permit applications,
and advising every applicant of their right to appeal the decision to the
Minister through the Ontario Land Tribunal.

If a member has been appointed representing the agricultural sector, they do <«~— {Formatted: Indent: Hanging: 0.15 cm

not have a vote on items viii, iX, and x as per s.14 of the Act and s.2 of Ontario

Regulation 402/22 Budget and Apportionment., | Formatted: Font: Not Bold, Underiine

2.0.4 Member Accountability

Participating Municipalities appoint Members to the Authority as their
representatives. Members have the responsibilities of Directors of the
corporation that is the Authority. While the Chief Administrative Officer and/or
Secretary-Treasurer and other staff of the Authority are responsible for the
day-to-day operations, the General Membership is responsible for matters of
governance, ensuring compliance with applicable legislation, and ensuring
appropriate policies are in place and for financial soundness of the Authority.

All Members have the responsibility to be guided by and adhere to the Code of
Conduct (Appendix 2) and Conflict of Interest Policy (Appendix 3), as adopted
by the Authority. Additionally, the agricultural representative appointed by the
Minister will be required to follow the provincial ethical framework set out for
government public appointees in the Management Board of Cabinet’s Agencies
and Appointments Directive.

Members are responsible for:

i. Attending all meetings of the Authority;

ii. Understanding the purpose, function and responsibilities of the Authority;
iii. Being familiar with the Authority’s statutory and other legal obligations;
iv. With the administration, setting strategic direction for the Authority.

2.0.5 Applicable Legislation

In addition to the Act, the Members are subject to other legislation including,
but not limited to:

e Municipal Conflict of Interest Act

e Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act

e Not-for-Profit Corporations Act, 2010

If any part of this bylaw conflicts with any provision of the Municipal Conflict of
Interest Act or the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy
Act or a provision of a regulation made under one of those acts, the provision of
that act or regulation prevails. The same applies to conflict between these by-
laws and the Not for Profit-Corporations Act except where dictated by the
Conservation Authorities Act in which case the Act prevails.

2.0.6 Relationship between Members and Staff
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The Chief Administrative Officer/Secretary-Treasurer shall manage the
operations of the organization, including all employees of the Authority. The
Chief Administrative Officer/Secretary Treasurer is accountable to the Authority,
working cooperatively to achieve the goals established by the Members.

The General Membership will ensure that a process exists for regular
performance evaluations of the Chief Administrative Officer/Secretary-
Treasurer.

2.1 Duties of Officers

2.1.1 Responsibilities of the Chair of the Board include:

Vi.
Vii.

viii.

Xi.
Xii.

2.1.2

Xiii.
Xiv.

XV.
XVi.

XVii.

Is a Member of the Authority;

Presides all meetings of the General Membership and ensures Meeting
Procedures & Regulations are adhered to;

Calling special meetings if necessary;

Acting as a public spokesperson on behalf of the General Membership
Reviewing and approving, time-sensitive grants/funding for special projects
(not within the current budget) that cannot be presented to the BOD before
the deadline date, has a value of less than $100,000, and has no negative
affect on the current budget or requires Board approval for additional levy
funding;

Serves as signing officer for the Authority;

Ensures relevant information and policies are brought to the Authority’s
attention;

Represents the NVCA at Conservation Ontario Council meetings;

Keeps the General Membership apprised of significant issues in a timely
fashion;

Inspiring other Members with his/her own commitment of support, time and
enthusiasm;

Performing other duties when directed to do so by resolution of the NVCA.
With input from the Board of Directors, complete the CAO’s annual
performance review process.

Responsibilities of the Vice-Chair of the Board include:

Is a Member of the Authority;

Attending all meetings of the Authority;

Carries out assignments as requested by the Chair;

Understands the responsibilities of the Chair and acts as Chair immediately
upon the death, incapacity to act, absence or resignation of the Chair until
such time as a new Chair is appointed or until the Chair resumes his/her
duties;

Serves as a signing officer for NVCA.
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2.1.3 Responsibilities of the Chief Administrative Officer/Secretary-Treasurer as
assigned by the Authority include, but are not limited to the following:

xviii.  Is an employee of the Authority;
Xix.  Attends all meetings of the General Membership or designates an acting
CAO if not available;
xX.  Works in close collaboration with the Chair and Vice-Chair and keeps them
apprised of relevant information and significant issues in a timely fashion;

xxi.  Develops a strategic plan for approval by the General Membership and
implements short and long-range goals and objectives;
xxii.  Is responsible for the management of the operations of the Authority,

including but not limited to; all staff, staffing requirements, staff
performance, organizational structure and programs of the Authority;

xxiii.  Ensures resolutions of the Authority are implemented in a timely fashion;

xxiv.  Develops and maintains effective relationships and ensures good
communications with Participating Municipalities, federal and provincial
government ministries/agencies, Indigenous communities, other
Conservation Authorities, Conservation Ontario, stakeholders, community
groups and associations;

XXV.  Serves as a signing officer for the Authority;

xxvi. Is the custodian of the Corporate Seal;
xxvii.  Fulfills the requirements of the Secretary-Treasurer as defined in the Act;
xxviii.  Keeps accurate records of meetings and accounts of the Authority;

xXix. Acts as a public spokesperson for NVCA;
XxxX. Represents the NVCA at Conservation Ontario Council with the Board
representative.

2.2 Absence of Chair and Vice-Chair

2.2.1 In the event of the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair from any meeting, the
members shall appoint an Acting Chair who, for the purposes of that meeting
has all power and shall perform all of the duties of the Chair.

2.3 Maximum Term for Chair and Vice-Chair(s)

2.3.1 Both the Chair and Vice-Chair shall hold office for a term of one year and shall
serve for no more than two consecutive terms. Notwithstanding these terms,
the Minister may grant permission (upon application by an Authority or a
participating municipality) for a Chair or Vice-Chair to serve for a term of more
than one year or to hold office for more than two consecutive terms.

2.4 Representatives to Conservation Ontario Council

2.4.1 The Authority may appoint up to three Representatives to Conservation Ontario
Council (“Council”), designated as Voting Delegate and Alternates(s). Council
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will consist of the Voting Delegates appointed by each Member Conservation
Authority. The Voting Delegate and Alternates shall be registered with
Conservation Ontario annually. The NVCA shall appoint as per Section 2.1
above.

2.5 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair

251

2.5.2

2.5.3

2.5.4

The election of the Chair and one or more Vice-Chair shall be held at the annual
general meeting in accordance with the Authority’s Procedures for Election of
Officers (Appendix 4). Successors to the positions of Chair and Vice-Chair shall
be a Member from a different participating municipality from the incumbent.
Upon application by an Authority or a participating municipality, the Minister
may grant permission for a member who was appointed to the Authority by the
same participating municipality that appointed the outgoing Chair or Vice-Chair
to serve as Chair or Vice-Chair.

A chair or vice-chair appointed under subsection (1) shall hold office for a term
of one year and shall serve for no more than two consecutive terms as per the
Conservation Authorities Act

An authority in respect of which more than one participating municipality has
been designated shall appoint chairs and vice-chairs from among the members
appointed to the authority by each participating municipality on a rotating basis
so as to ensure that a member appointed to the authority by a particular
participating municipality cannot be appointed to succeed an outgoing chair or
vice-chair appointed to the authority by the same participating municipality as
per the Conservation Authorities Act.

Despite subsections 2.4.2 and 2.4.3, upon application using the template in
Appendix 6, by an authority or a participating municipality, the Minister may
grant permission to the authority or participating municipality to, subject to
such conditions or restrictions as the Minister considers appropriate,
(a) appoint a chair or vice-chair for a term of more than one year or to
hold office for more than two consecutive terms; or
(b) appoint as chair or vice-chair of the authority a member who was
appointed to the authority by the same participating municipality that
appointed the outgoing chair or vice-chair.

2.6 Appointment of Auditor

2.6.1

The Authority’s accounts and transactions will be audited annually by a person
licensed under the Public Accounting Act, 2004 and shall ensure that the annual
audit is prepared in accourdance with generally accepted accounting principles
for local governments recommended by the Public Sector Accounting Board of
the Chartered Professional Accountants of Canada.
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2.6.2 The General Membership shall appoint an auditor for the coming year at the
annual general meeting in accordance with Section 38 of the Act.

2.7 Appointment of Financial Institution

2.7.1 The General Membership shall appoint a financial institution to act as the
Authority’s banker by Resolution at the annual general meeting.

2.8 Appointment of Solicitor(s)

2.8.1 The General Membership shall appoint a solicitor(s) to act as the Authority’s
legal counsel by Resolution at the annual general meeting. This will include all
types of legal counsel required by the Authority.

2.9 Financial Statements and Report of the Auditor

2.9.1 The General Membership shall receive and approve the Audited Financial
Statements and Report of the auditor annually for the previous year at the April
meeting (or if no meeting in April, at the next meeting).

2.9.2 The Authority shall forward copies of the Audited Financial Statements to the
Minister and place them on the Authority’s website for availability to the
participating municipalities and to the public in accordance with Section 38 of
the Act, within sixty (60) days of receiving the Auditor’s report.

2.10 Borrowing Resolution
2.10.1 The Authority shall establish a borrowing resolution at the annual general

meeting each year and such resolution shall be in force until it is superseded by
another borrowing resolution.

2.11 tew-Apportionment Notice

2.11.1  The tewmunicipal apportionment due to the Authority from participating
municipalities shall be communicated to those municipalities in accordance with
the Act and any applicable Regulations.

2.12 Signing Officers

2.12.1  All deeds, transfers, assignments, contracts, and obligations entered into by the
Authority shall be signed by the signing officers of the Authority, as follows:
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i.  Any two of the following officers are designated and empowered to sign
banking documents and cheques on behalf of the Authority: Chair, Vice-
Chair; CAO/Secretary-Treasurer and the Director, Corporate Services;

ii.  Any two of the following officers are designated and empowered to sign
contracts, agreements, and other documents on behalf of the Authority:
Chair; Vice-Chair; CAO/Secretary-Treasurer or his/her designate in his/her
absence and the Director, Corporate Services;

iii.  If the contract, agreement or other document for works and/or operations
is related to the approved budget, the program director is authorized to be
the first signing authority and one of the signing authorities as identified in
Section 2.11.2 as the second;

iv.  Where the Chair considers there to be an emergency, the five signing
officers of the Authority shall be empowered to act without approval of the
General Membership.

2.12.2  Signing authority that was authorized by any previous Regulation or Bylaw is
superseded by this bylaw.

2.13 Advisory/Ad Hoc and Other Committees

2.13.1 In accordance with Section 18(2) of the Act, the Authority shall establish such
advisory/ad hoc committees as required by regulation and may establish such
other committees as it considers appropriate to study and report on specific
matters.

2.13.2 The General Membership shall approve the terms of reference for all such
advisory/ad hoc and other committees, which shall include the role, the
frequency of meetings and the number of members required.

2.13.3 Resolutions and policies governing the operation of the Authority shall be
observed in all committee meetings.

2.13.4 Each committee shall report to the General Membership, presenting any
recommendations made by the advisory board or committee.

2.13.5 The dates of all advisory board and committee meetings shall be made
available to the General Membership.

2.14 Remuneration of Members

2.14.1  The Authority shall establish a per diem rate at the beginning of each four-year
term to be paid to Members for attendance at Authority meetings and
committee meetings.

2.14.2 A per diem will be paid for each meeting attended. If two NVCA meetings are
held the same day, the Member will receive one per diem.
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2.14.3 The Members will be responsible for advising the Director, Corporate Services
of any per diems and mileage incurred for other than Board of Directors
meetings, within 30 days of the per diem or mileage being incurred.

2.14.4  The Authority will reimburse Members’ travel expenses, based on current CRA
rate, incurred for the purpose of attending meetings and/or functions on behalf
of the Authority on a quarterly basis via direct deposit.

2.14.5 Mileage rates for the NVCA are based on the annual posted Canada Revenue
Agency rate

2.14.6 Meal, accommodation, transportation and conference/workshop/seminar
expenses for Members while on NVCA business that are approved by the Chair
shall be reimbursed in accordance with the Authorities Expense Policy.

2.14.7 In the event of a scheduled meeting being adjourned for lack of quorum, those
attending a meeting so adjourned shall be entitled to receive the per diem rate
and expenses.

2.14.8 An honorarium for the Chair and Vice-Chair will cover expenses outside
Authority approved committees, including related business meetings, cheque
signing, contract signing, special events, etc. They shall receive an annual
honorarium as follows:

i Chair - $2,500
ii. Vice-Chair - $1,500

2.14.9 Remuneration of the Member appointed by the Minister as a representative of
the agricultural sector is at the expense and discretion of the Province.

2.15 Records Retention
2.15.1  The Authority shall keep full and accurate records including, but not limited to:

i Minutes of all meetings of the Authority, including registries of
statements of interest in accordance with the Municipal Conflict of
Interest Act;

ii. Assets, liabilities, receipts and disbursements of the Authority and
Financial Statements and Reports of the Auditors;

iii. Human Resources files for all employees and Members as applicable;

iv. Workplace Health & Safety documents including workplace inspections,
workplace accidents, investigations, etc.;
V. Electronic communications including emails;
Vi. Contracts and Agreements entered into by the Authority;
Vii. Strategic Plans and other documents providing organizational direction;
viii. Projects of the Authority;
iX. Technical studies and data gathered in support of Programs of the
Authority;
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X. Legal proceedings involving the Authority;
Xi. Incidents of personal injury or property damage involving the Authority
and members of the public.

2.15.2  Such records shall be retained and protected in accordance with all applicable
laws and per the approved Records Retention Policy of the Authority.

2.16 Records Available to Public

2.16.1 Records of the Authority shall be available to the public as required pursuant to
the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Personal Privacy Act
(MFIPPA) and further to O.Regulation 400/22 Information Requirements.

2.16.2 The Authority shall designate a head of the Authority, generally the Director,
Corporate Services for the purposes of MFIPPA at the Annual General Meeting.

2.17 Bylaw Review

2.17.1 In accordance with the Act, these bylaws shall be reviewed by the Authority to
ensure the bylaws are in compliance with the Act and any other relevant law.
The General Membership shall review the bylaws at a minimum of once per four
year term to ensure best management practices in governance are being
followed.

2.18 Bylaw Available to Public

2.18.1 In accordance with the Act, the Authority shall make its bylaws available to the
public on the Authority’s website. Bylaws shall also be available for review by
any member of the public at the Authority’s Administration Centre or provided
in alternative formats, in accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with
Disabilities Act, if requested by interested parties

2.19 Enforcement of Bylaws and Policies

2.19.1 The members shall respect and adhere to all applicable bylaws and policies (for
example, the Code of Conduct and Conflict of Interest). The Authority may take
reasonable measures to enforce its bylaws and policies, including the
enforcement mechanisms under the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act.

2.19.2 Should a Member breach the Code of Conduct, they are responsible to advise
the Chair and Vice-Chair, with a copy to the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer, as soon
as possible after the breach.

2.19.3 The Chair will inform the Board of the breach and a letter will be forwarded to
the Member’s Mayor and Council advising of said breach. The decision for the
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2.19.4

2.19.5

2.19.6

2.19.7

Member to continue representing their municipality will be determined by the
Member’s Mayor and Council.

Should a Member of the Board of Directors allege that another Member has
breached the Code of Conduct, the said breach will be communicated to the
Chair or in his/her absence, the Vice-Chair, with a copy to the CAO/Secretary-
Treasurer, in writing. The Chair will present the issue to the Board of Directors
at an ‘In-Camera’ session.

The Member alleged to have breached the Code of Conduct will be given the
opportunity to speak to the issue in accordance with the rules of meeting
procedure as set out in these bylaws. The Member may be asked to leave the
meeting so that the Board can deliberate the issue.

Should it be concluded, by two thirds majority vote, that a Member has
breached the Code of Conduct and Confidentiality Agreement, a letter will be
forwarded to the Members Mayor and Council or the appointing Minister, by the
Chair or in his/her absence, the Vice-Chair, advising of said breach. The
decision for the Member to continue representing their municipality will be
determined by the Mayor and Council of that municipality.

A Member cannot appeal the decision of the Board.

2.20 Indemnification of Members, Officers and Employees

2.20.1

The Authority undertakes and agrees to indemnify and save harmless its
Members, Officers and Employees and their heirs and legal representatives,
respectively, from and against all costs, charges and expenses, including all
amounts paid to settle an action or satisfy any judgement, reasonable incurred
by any such Member, Officer, or Employee in respect of any civil, criminal or
administrative action or proceeding to which any such Member, Officer or
Employee is made a party by reason of being a Member, Officer or Employee of
the Authority (except in respect of an action by or on behalf of the Authority to
procure a judgement in its favour) if as follows:

i.  Such Member, Officer or Employee acted honestly, in good faith with a
view to the best interests of the Authority and within the scope of such
Members, Officers or Employees duties and responsibilities;

ii. In the case of a criminal or administrative action or proceeding that is
enforced by a monetary penalty that such Member, Officer or Employee
had reasonable grounds for believing that the conduct was lawful.
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Section 3 - Meeting Procedures

The Meeting Procedures below governing the procedure of the Authority shall be
observed in all Advisory/Ad-Hoc and Other Committees, as far as they are applicable, and
the name of the Committee may be substituted for the word Authority as applicable. .
When the Authority is sitting as a Hearing Board, hearings will meet the requirements of
the Statutory Powers and Procedures Act SPPA, the details of which are specified in the
NVCA'’s Hearing Procedures.

3.1 Rules of Procedure

3.1.1 In all matters of procedure not specifically dealt with under the Act and this
Bylaw, the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order will be followed.

3.1.2 The Authority will normally conduct its business as a committee of the whole.

3.2 Notice of Meeting

3.2.1 The General Membership shall approve a schedule for regular meetings in
advance and shall be posted on the NVCA website.

3.2.2 Notice of regular meetings will be circulated by the Authority office and posted
on the NVCA website at least five business days prior to the meeting date.

3.2.3 Notice of any meetings shall indicate the time and place of that meeting and
the agenda for the meeting.

3.2.4 All material, correspondence and written notice of motion to be dealt with by
the Authority at a meeting will be submitted to the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer at
least fourteen (14) days in advance of the meeting in question.

3.25 The chair may, at his/her pleasure, call a special meeting of the Authority as
necessary on a minimum of 72 hours’ notice in writing or email. That notice
shall state the business of the special meeting and only that business shall be
considered at that special meeting.

3.2.6 Any Member of the Board, with 50% of the Members plus one other Member,
may request the Chair to call a meeting of the Board and the Chair will proceed
to give notice of a meeting within three days of such request. Such meeting
shall be a special meeting and shall be held on three days’ written notice.

3.2.7 The Chair or the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer may postpone or cancel any meeting
until the next scheduled date for the specific committee affected provided
notice in writing or email is delivered to the Members so as to be received by
them at least 12 hours before the hour appointed for the meeting.
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3.2.8

The Chair or the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer may if it appears that a storm or like
occurrence will prevent the Members from attending a meeting, postpone that
meeting by advising as many Members as can be reached or, if warranted, hold
the meeting electronically provided quorum and public participation can be met.
Postponement shall not be for any longer than the next regularly scheduled
meeting date.

3.3 Meetings Open to Public

3.3.1

3.3.2

3.3.3

All meetings of the General Membership and committees, if applicable, shall be
open to the public. Where possible, the Authority will provide for alternative
means for the public to participate in meetings electronically.

A meeting or part of a meeting may be closed to the public if the subject matter
being considered is identified in the closed meeting section of the Agenda or
arises during a meeting requiring that it be closed to the public at the time that
the matter is raised at a meeting, and subject matter meets the criteria for a
closed meeting as defined in this bylaw.

Members of the public who constitute an audience during a Board of Directors
meeting may not:

i.  Address the Board of Directors without permission;
ii. Interrupt any speech or action of the Members, or any other person
addressing the Board of Directors;
iii.  Display or have in their possession any picket signs, placards, or other
forms of written messages deemed inappropriate by the Chair.

3.4 Agenda for Meetings

3.4.1

Authority staff, under the supervision of the CAO shall prepare, for the use of
Members at all regular meetings of the Authority, an agenda which shall
include, but not necessarily be limited to, the following headings:

i Adoption of the Agenda;
ii. Declarations of Pecuniary and Conflict of Interest;

iii. Announcements;
iv. Presentations;
V. Deputations;
Vi. Hearings;
Vii. Consent Agenda List;
viii. Adoption of Minutes;
iX. Correspondence;
X. Staff Reports;
Xi. Closed Session;
Xil. Other Business;
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3.4.2

3.4.3

Xiil. Adjournment.

The agenda for special meetings of the Authority shall be prepared as directed
by the Chair.

Agendas for meetings shall be shared/made available to all Members at least 5
calendar days in advance of the meeting. Such agendas shall be made available
to the public on the Authority’s website at the same time, unless the meeting is
closed to the public in accordance with this bylaw. Such agendas shall also be
available in alternative formats, in accordance with the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, if request by interested parties.

3.5 Quorum

3.5.1

3.5.2

3.5.3

3.5.4

3.5.5

At any meeting of the General Membership or committee, a quorum consists of
one-half (1/2) of its appointed Members. The Member appointed by the Minister
to represent agricultural interests is not part of quorum.

If there is no quorum within one-half hour after the time appointed for a
meeting, the Chair for the meeting shall declare the meeting adjourned due to
a lack of a quorum, or shall recess until quorum arrives and the recording
secretary shall record the names of the Members present and absent.

If during the course of a meeting a quorum is lost, then the Chair shall declare
that the meeting will stand adjourned, until the date of the next regular
meeting or other meeting called in accordance with the provisions of this bylaw.

Agenda items including delegations present may be covered and presented and
issues discussed, but no formal decisions may be taken by the remaining
Members which do not constitute a quorum.

Where the number of Members who refrain from a meeting or part of a
meeting, due to the declaration of a conflict of interest is such that at that
meeting the remaining Members are not of sufficient number to constitute a
quorum, the remaining number of Members shall be deemed to constitute a
quorum.

3.6 Order of Business

3.6.1

3.6.2

The business of the Authority shall be taken up in the order in which it stands
on the agenda unless otherwise decided by a majority of those Members
present.

No Member shall present any matter to the Authority for its consideration
unless the matter appears on the agenda for the meeting of the Authority or
leave is granted to present the matter by the affirmative vote of a majority of
the Members present.
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3.7 Debate

3.7.1 The Authority shall observe the following procedures for discussion/debate on
any matter coming before it:

Vi.
Vii.

Viii.

A Member shall be recognized by the Chair prior to speaking;

Where two or more Members rise to speak, the Chair shall designate the
Member who has the floor, who shall be the Member who in the opinion of
the Chair was first recognized;

All questions and points of discussion shall be directed through the Chair;
Where a motion is presented, it shall be moved and seconded before
debate;

No Member shall speak more than once to the same questions without
leave from the Chair, except in explanation of a material part of the
speech;

No Member shall speak more than 5 minutes without leave of the Chair;
Any Member who has presented a motion, other than a motion to amend or
dispose of a motion, may speak again to the motion immediately before the
Chair puts the motion to a vote;

When a motion is under debate, no motion shall be received other than a
motion to amend, to defer action, to refer the question, to take a vote, to
adjourn, or to extend the hour of closing the proceedings;

When a motion is under consideration, only one amendment is permitted at
a time;

All other rules will be referred to Roberts Rules of Order.

3.8 Matters of Precedence

3.8.1 The following matters shall have precedence over the usual order of business:

i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
Vi.
Vii.

A point of order;

A matter of privilege;

A matter of clarification;

A motion to suspend a rule of procedure or to request compliance with
the rules of procedure;

A motion that the question be put to a vote;

A motion to adjourn;

All others as mentioned in Robert’s Rules of Order.

3.9 Members Attendance

3.9.1 The Authority shall provide a listing of Members’ attendance at scheduled
meetings of the Authority to the Participating Municipalities annually with the
remuneration received.

Page 21 of 42



Administrative Bylaws — Governance and Administrative Policies

3.9.2

3.9.3

3.9.4

Upon a Member’s vacancy due to death, incapacity or resignation occurring in
any office of the Authority, the Authority shall request the municipality that was
represented by that Member appoint a Member replacement.

In the event that a municipally appointed Member misses three consecutive
meetings without due notice, the Authority will advise the Member’s
municipality of the unaccountable absences.

If a Member is unable to be in attendance at any regular scheduled meeting
and wishes to bring to the attention of the General Membership any additional
information or opinion pertaining to an agenda item, the Member shall address
in writing to the Chair and CAO/Secretary-Treasurer such correspondence prior
to the start of the meeting. The correspondence shall be read aloud by the
CAO/Secretary-Treasurer without comment or explanations.

3.10 Electronic Meetings and Participation

3.10.1

3.10.2

3.10.3

Electronic meetings are permitted and the Meeting Procedures identified in this
by-law apply.

A Member can participate electronically in a meeting that is open or closed to
the public and in either case may be counted in determining whether or not a
quorum of members is present at any point in time.

Electronic meetings must permit all participants to communicate adequately
with each other during the meeting. For open electronic meetings, the public
must be able to participate in the meeting electronically and be able to observe
all that Members can hear and see at the meeting.

3.11 Electronic Participation during Emergencies

3.11.1

During any period where an emergency has been declared to exist, in all or part
of an area over with the Authority has jurisdiction, under section 4 or 7.1 of the
Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act, that may prevent the General
Membership from meeting in person, a Member may participate in meetings
electronically and shall have the ability to:

i. Hold a special meeting to amend a bylaw.

ii. That members of the authority be permitted to participate in meetings
electronically and register votes when participating electronically.

iii. That any member of the authority who is participating electronically in a
meeting may be counted in determining whether a quorum of members
is present at any point in time during the meeting.

iv. That any member of the authority can participate electronically in a
meeting that is closed to the public.
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3.11.2

3.11.3

3.11.4

3.11.5

i. At the beginning of the closed meeting a roll call will occur
confirming the member’s connection and ensuring all members
are in a private setting.

During any period where an emergency has been declared to exist, in all or part
of an area over which the Authority has jurisdiction, under Section 4 or 7.1 of
the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act, that may prevent the
General Membership from meeting in person, any date or timeline requirement
established under any Section in this By-law shall be postponed until such time
as the General Membership can reasonably address the issue.

During any period where an emergency has been declared to exist, in all or part
of an area over which the Authority has jurisdiction, under Section 4 or 7.1 of
the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act, the Authority shall
implement best practices to make meetings of the Authority open to the public
in accordance with Subsection 15(3) of the Act. Where possible, the Authority
will provide for alternative means for the public to participate in meetings
electronically.

During any period where an emergency has been declared to exist, in all or part
of an area over which the Authority has jurisdiction, under Section 4 or 7.1 of
the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act, that may prevent the
General Membership from meeting in person, any hearing or appeal dealt with
in this By-law may be conducted electronically with provisions for applicants
and their agents to participate if the Authority decides to hold any such hearing
or appeal.

Voting during an electronic meeting will be done through the Board software
(currently BoardBooklt) within a Chair specified timeframe and shall be binding.

3.12 Deputations

3.12.1

3.12.2

3.12.3

Any person or organization who wishes to address the Authority may make a
request using the form found on the NVCA website and stating the preferred
and alternate dates of the proposed deputation to the CAO/Secretary-
Treasurer. The request should include a brief statement of the issue or matter
involved and indicate the name of the proposed speaker(s).

The Chair and CAO/Secretary-Treasurer will discuss and determine the meeting
for which the deputation will be included and notify the requester. It is not
necessarily the preferred or alternate date due to the agenda size/matters
already at hand.

Except by leave of the Chair or appeal by the leave of the meeting, delegations
shall be limited to one (1) speaker for not more than ten (10) minutes.
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3.12.4

Speakers will be requested to speak only to the matter of business as per the
request on the submitted form and will be requested not to repeat what has
been said by previous speakers regarding the same matter. A returning
deputation will only be allowed to speak again if new, relevant information has
become available since their previous presentation. The Chair may choose to
end a returning deputation’s presentation if, in the opinion of the Chair, the
new information being presented is not relevant to a decision facing the
General Membership.

3.13 Hearings

3.13.1

When a hearing is required under the Conservation Authorities Act Section 28,
Subsections 12, 13, and 15, the Members shall form a tribunal for the purpose
of such a hearing, and follow the guidelines and procedures as set out in the
Authority’s Planning Policy entitled, “Hearing Procedures for Applications Made
Under the Conservation Authorities Act”.

3.14 Annual Meeting

3.14.1

The Authority shall designate one meeting of the General Membership each year
as the annual meeting, normally to be held on the 4% Friday of January and shall
include the following items on the agenda, in addition to the normal course of
business:

i. Election of Officers (Chair, Vice-Chair);
ii.  Appointments as per Sections 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 2.9 of these bylaws;
iii.  The appointment of the Director, Corporate Services as the Head of the
Authority for purposes of the Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.

3.15 Closed Session Meetings

3.15.1

3.15.2

Every meeting of the General Membership and committees shall be open to the
public as per Section 15(2) of the Act, subject to the exceptions set out below.

Meetings may be closed to the public if the subject matter being considered
relates to:

i.  The security of the property of the Authority;
ii.  Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including employees of
the Authority;
iii. A proposed or pending acquisition/disposition/leasing of land for
Authority purposes;
iv.  Labour relations or employee negotiations;
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3.15.3

3.15.4

3.15.5

3.15.6

Vi.
Vii.

viii.

Xi.

Xii.

Litigation or potential litigation, including matters before administrative
tribunals (e.g. Ontario Land Tribunal), affecting the Authority;

Advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege;

A matter in respect of which the General Membership or committee or
other body may hold a closed meeting under another Act;

Information explicitly supplied in confidence to the Authority by Canada,
a province or territory or a Crown agency;

A trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial, financial or labour
relations information, supplied in confidence to the Authority, which, if
disclosed, could reasonably be expected to prejudice significantly the
competitive position or interfere significantly with the contractual or
other negotiations of a person, group of person, or organization;

A trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial or financial information
that belongs to the Authority and has monetary value or potential
monetary value;

A position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to any
negotiations carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the
Authority;

The subject matter relates to the consideration of a request under the
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA),
and the designated head of the Authority for the purposes of MFIPPA is
present.

Before holding a meeting or part of a meeting that is to be closed to the public,
the Members shall state by resolution during the open session of the meeting
that there will be a meeting closed to the public and the general nature of the
matter to be considered at the closed meeting. Once matters have been dealt
with in a closed meeting, the General Membership shall reconvene in an open
session.

The General Membership shall not vote during a meeting that is closed to the
public, unless:

The meeting meets the criteria outlined in this bylaw to be closed to the
public;

The vote is for a procedural matter or for giving directions or instructions
to officers, employees or agents of the Authority.

Any materials presented to the Board of Directors during a closed meeting will
be returned by each Member of the Board to the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer (or
other staff present) prior to departing from the meeting and shall be treated in
accordance with the Authority’s procedures for handling confidential material.

A meeting of the Authority or committee may also be closed to the public if:

The meeting is held for the purpose of education or training the
Members;
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ii. At the meeting, no Member discusses or otherwise deals with any matter
in a way that materially advances the business or decision-making of the
Authority or committees.

3.16 Voting

3.16.1

3.16.2

3.16.3

3.16.4

3.16.5

3.16.6

3.16.7

3.16.8

3.16.9

3.16.10

In accordance with Section 16 of the Act:

i. Each Member is entitled to one vote;
ii. A majority vote of the Members present at any meeting is required upon
all matters coming before the meeting.

Where a member has been appointed by Minister as a representative of the
agricultural sector, the member shall not vote on: a resolution to enlarge an
authority’s area of jurisdiction; a resolution to amalgamate the Authority with
another conservation Authority; a resolution to dissolve the Authority; or a
resolution related to any budgetary matter.

According to the above, the Chair is entitled to vote.

If any Member who is qualified to vote abstains from voting they will be
deemed to have voted neither in favour nor opposed to the question, which will
not alter the number of votes required for a majority.

On a tie vote, the motion is lost.

Interrelated motions shall be voted on in the order specified in Robert’s Rules of
Order.

Unless a Member requests a recorded vote, a vote shall be by a show of hands
or such other means as the Chair may call. No question shall be voted upon
more than once at any meeting, unless a recorded vote is requested.

If a Member present at a meeting at the time of the vote requests immediately
before or after the taking of the vote that the vote be recorded, each member
present taken in alphabetical order of Municipality, except a member who is
disqualified from voting by any Act, shall announce his or her vote openly
answering “yes” or “no” to the question, and the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer shall
record each vote.

At the meeting of the Authority at which the rer-matehingtevymunicipal
apportionment is to be approved, the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer shall conduct

the vote to approve the ren-matehingtevyapportionment by a weighted
majority of the Members present and eligible to vote, in accordance with
Ontario Regulation +39/96402/22 Budget and Apportionment.

Where a question under consideration contains more than one item, upon the
request of any Member, a vote upon each item shall be taken separately.
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3.16.11 Except as required for the election of Chair, Vice-Chair, no vote shall be taken

by ballot or by any other method of secret voting and every vote so taken is of
no effect.

3.17 Notice of Motion

3.17.1

3.17.2

3.17.3

3.17.4

Written notice of motion to be made at an Authority or committee meeting may
be given to the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer by any Member of the Authority not
less than 15 days prior to the date and time of the meeting and shall be
forthwith placed on the agenda of the next meeting. The CAO/Secretary-
Treasurer shall include such notice of motion in full in the agenda for the
meeting concerned.

Recommendations included in reports of committees that have been included in
an agenda for a meeting of the General Membership, shall constitute notice of
motion for that meeting.

Recommendations included in staff reports that have been included in an
agenda for a meeting of the General Membership, shall constitute notice of
motion for that meeting.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, any motion or other business may be introduced
for consideration of the Authority provided that it is made clear that to delay
such motion or other business for the consideration of an appropriate
committee would not be in the best interest of the Authority and that the
introduction of the motion or other business shall be upon an affirmative vote
of a majority of the members of the Authority present.

3.18 Duties of the Chair

3.18.1

It shall be the duty of the Chair, with respect to any meetings over which
he/she presides, to:

i. Preserve order and decide all questions of order, subject to appeal and
without argument or comment, state the rule applicable to any point of
order if called upon to do so;

ii. Ensure that the public in attendance does not in any way interfere or
disrupt the proceedings of the Board;

iii. Receive and submit to a vote all motions presented by the Members
which do not contravene the rules and regulations of the Authority;

iv. Announce the results of the vote on any motions so presented;
V. Adjourn the meeting when business is concluded;
Vi. Adjourn the sitting without a question being put or suspend or recess the

sitting for a time to be named if considered necessary.
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3.19 Conduct of Members

3.19.1 Members shall maintain a high standard for conduct and at all times comply
with applicable laws and the Authority’s Code of Conduct (Appendix 2).

3.19.2 No Member at any meeting of the Authority shall:

i Speak in a manner that is discriminatory in nature based on an
individual’s race, ancestry, place of origin, citizenship, creed, gender,
sexual orientation, age, colour, marital status, family status or disability;

ii. Leave their seat or make any noise or disturbance while a vote is being
taken or until the result is declared;

iii. Interrupt a Member while speaking, except to raise a point of order or a
question of privilege;

iv. Speak disrespectfully or use offensive words against the Authority, the
Members, staff, or any member of the public;

V. Speak beyond the question(s) under debate;

Vi. Resist the rules or disobey the decision of the Chair on the questions or

order or practices or upon the interpretation of the Bylaws.

3.20 Minutes

3.20.1 The CAO/Secretary-Treasurer will undertake to have a recording secretary in
attendance at meetings of the Authority and committees. The recording
secretary shall make a record in the form of minutes of the meeting
proceedings and in particular shall record all motions considered at the
meeting.

3.20.2 If arecording secretary is not present in a closed session, the CAO/Secretary-
Treasurer or designated staff person shall take notes of any direction provided,
for endorsement by the Chair.

3.20.3 Minutes of all meetings shall include the time and place of the meeting and a
list of those present and shall state all motions presented together with the
mover and seconder and voting results.

3.20.4 The CAO/Secretary-Treasurer or designate shall include draft minutes of the
previous meeting available to each member of the Authority at the same time
as agendas for the next meeting are distributed.

3.20.5 After the minutes have been approved by resolution, original copies shall be
signed by the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer and copies of all non-confidential
minutes shall be posted on the Authority’s website. Minutes shall be made
available for review on the Authority’s website within 30 days of the meeting.
Minutes shall be made available in alternative formats, in accordance with the
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, if requested by interested
parties.
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Section 4 — Revocation

4.1 Revocation

4.1.1 Upon approval of these Administrative Regulations, all such previous
administrative policies and procedures shall be revoked.

Appendices

Appendix 1

Conservation Authorities Act

Powers of authorities

21 (1) For the purposes of accomplishing its objects, an authority has power,

(a) to research, study and investigate the watershed and to support the development and
implementation of programs and services intended to further the purposes of this Act;

(b) for any purpose necessary to any project under consideration or undertaken by the
authority, to enter into and upon any land with the consent of the occupant or owner,
and survey and take levels of it and make such borings or sink such trial pits as the
authority considers necessary;

(c) to acquire by purchase, lease or otherwise any land that it may require, and, subject
to subsection (2), to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of land so acquired;

(d) despite subsection (2), to lease for a term of five years or less land acquired by the
authority;

(e) to purchase or acquire any personal property that it may require and sell or otherwise
deal therewith;

(f) to enter into agreements for the purchase of materials, employment of labour and
other purposes as may be necessary for the due carrying out of any project or to
further the authority’s objects;

(9) to enter into agreements with owners of private lands to facilitate the due carrying
out of any project;

(h) to determine the proportion of the total benefit afforded to all the participating
municipalities that is afforded to each of them;
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(i) to erect works and structures and create reservoirs by the construction of dams or
otherwise;

(j) to control the flow of surface waters in order to prevent floods or pollution or to
reduce the adverse effects thereof;

(k) to alter the course of any river, canal, brook, stream or watercourse, and divert or
alter, as well temporarily as permanently, the course of any river, stream, road, street
or way, or raise or sink its level in order to carry it over or under, on the level of or by
the side of any work built or to be built by the authority, and to divert or alter the
position of any water-pipe, gas-pipe, sewer, drain or any telegraph, telephone or
electric wire or pole;

() to use lands that are owned or controlled by the authority for purposes, not
inconsistent with its objects, as it considers proper;

(m) to use lands owned or controlled by the authority for park or other recreational
purposes, and to erect, or permit to be erected, buildings, booths and facilities for
such purposes and to make charges for admission thereto and the use thereof;

(m.1) to charge fees for services approved by the Minister;

Note: On a day to be named by proclamation of the Lieutenant Governor, clause 21 (1)
(m.1) of the Act is repealed. (See: 2017, c. 23, Sched. 4, s. 19 (3))

(n) to collaborate and enter into agreements with ministries and agencies of government,
municipal councils and local boards and other organizations and individuals;

(o) to plant and produce trees on Crown lands with the consent of the Minister, and on
other lands with the consent of the owner, for any purpose;

(q) generally to do all such acts as are necessary for the due carrying out of any project
or as may be desirable to further the objects of the authority.
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Appendix 2

Code of conduct

1. Background

Since its inception, the NVCA has demanded a high level of integrity and ethical conduct
from its General Membership. The Authority’s reputation has relied upon the good
judgement of individual Members. A written Code of Conduct helps to ensure that all
Members share a common basis for acceptable conduct. In addition, the General
Membership has formalized a “Member Job Description” which includes standards to
provide a reference guide and a supplement to legislative parameters within which
Members must operate. Further, these documents enhance public confidence that
Members operate from a base of integrity, justice and courtesy.

The Code of Conduct and Job Description are general standards. They augment the laws
which govern the behaviour of Members, and they are not intended to replace personal
ethics.

This Code of Conduct and Board Job Description will also assist Members in dealing with
situations that may be ambiguous in NVCA resolutions, regulations, or policies and
procedures. Additionally, the agricultural representative appointed by the Minister will be
required to follow the provincial ethical framework set out for government public
appointees in the Management Board of Cabinet’s Agencies and Appointments Directive.

2. General

All Members, whether a municipal Councillor or an appointed representative of a
municipality, or whether appointed by the Minister as a representative of the agricultural
sector, are held in high esteem as representatives of the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority and are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that reflects
positively on the NVCA.

All Members shall serve in a conscientious and diligent manner. No Members shall use the
influence of office for any purpose other than for the exercise of his/her official duties.

It is expected that Members adhere to a code of conduct that:

i.  Upholds the mandate, vision and mission of the Authority;
ii. Considers the Authority’s jurisdiction in its entirety, including their
appointing municipality;
iii.  Respects and honors confidentiality;
iv.  Approaches all Authority issues with an open mind, with consideration for
the organization as a whole;
v. Exercises individual powers as a Member when acting in a meeting of the

NVCA;

vi. Respects the democratic process and supports and respects decisions of the
General Membership and committees;

vii.  Declares any direct or indirect pecuniary and conflict of interests when one

exists or may exist;
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viii.  Conducts oneself in a manner which reflects respect and professional
courtesy and does not use offensive language in or against the Authority or
any Member or any Authority staff.

3. Gifts and Benefits
Members shall not accept fees, gifts or personal benefits that are connected directly or
indirectly with the performance of duties.

4. Confidentiality
The Members shall be governed at all times by the provisions of the Municipal Freedom
and Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

All information, documentation or deliberations received, reviewed, or taken in closed
session of the Authority and its committees are confidential.

Members shall not disclose or release by any means to any member of the public either
in verbal or written form any confidential information acquired by virtue of their office,
except when required by law to do so.

Members shall not permit any persons other than those who are entitled thereto to have
access to information which is confidential.

In the instance where a Member vacates their position on the General Membership they
will continue to be bound by MFIPPA requirements.

Particular care should be exercised in releasing information such as the following:

i. Human resources matters;

ii. Information about suppliers provided for evaluation which might be useful to
other suppliers;

iii.  Matters relating to the legal affairs of the Authority;

iv. Information provided in confidence from an Aboriginal community, or a
record that if released could reasonably be expected to prejudice the
conduct of relations between an Aboriginal community and the Authority;

v.  Sources of complaints where the identity of the complainant is given in

confidence;
vi.  Items under negotiation;
vii.  Schedules of prices in contract tenders;
viii.  Information deemed to be “personal information” under the Municipal

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act
The list above is provided for example and is not exhaustive.

5. Use of Authority Property

No Member shall use for personal purposes any Authority property, equipment, supplies,
or services of consequence other than for purposes connected with the discharge of
Authority duties or associated community activities of which the Authority has been
advised.
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6. Work of a Political Nature
No Member shall use Authority facilities, services or property for his/her re-election
campaign to any position or office within the Authority or otherwise.

7. Conduct at Authority Meetings

During meetings of the Authority, Members shall conduct themselves with decorum.
Respect for deputations and for fellow Members requires that all Members show courtesy
and not distract from the business of the Authority during presentations and when others
have the floor.

8. Influence on Staff

Members shall be respectful of the fact that staff work for the Authority and are charged
with making recommendations that reflect their professional expertise and corporate
perspective, without undue influence.

9. Business Relations

No Members shall borrow money from any person who regularly does business with the
Authority unless such person is an institution or company whose shares are publicly
traded and who is regularly in the business of lending money.

No Member shall act as a paid agent before the Authority or a committee of the
Authority, except in compliance with the terms of the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act.

10. Encouragement of Respect for Corporation and its Regulations
Members shall represent the Authority in a respectful way and encourage public respect
for the Authority and its Regulations.

11. Harassment

It is the policy of the NVCA that all persons be treated fairly in the workplace in an
environment free of discrimination and of personal and sexual harassment. Harassment
of another Member, staff or any member of the public is misconduct. Members shall
follow the Authority’s Harassment Policy as approved.

Examples of harassment that will not be tolerated include: verbal or physical abuse,
threats, derogatory remarks, jokes, innuendo or taunts related to an individual’s race,
religious beliefs, colour, gender, physical or mental disabilities, age, ancestry, place of
origin, marital status, source of income, family status or sexual orientation. The NVCA
will also not tolerate the display of pornographic, racist or offensive signs or images;
practical jokes that result in awkwardness or embarrassment; unwelcome invitations or
requests, whether indirect or explicit and any other prohibited grounds under the
provisions of the Ontario Human Rights Code.

12. Breach of Code of Conduct
Should a Member breach the Code of Conduct, they shall advise the Chair with a copy to
the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer, as soon as possible after the breach.

Should a Member allege that another Member has breached the Code of Conduct, the
said breach shall be communicated to the Chair, with a copy to the CAO/Secretary-
Treasurer, in writing. In the absence of the Chair, or if a Member alleges that the Chair
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has breached the Code of Conduct, the said breach shall be communicated to the Vice-
Chair, with a copy to the Secretary-Treasurer, in writing.

Should a member of the public or a municipality allege that a Member has breached the
Code of Conduct, the party making the allegation will be directed to follow the notification
procedure outlined above.

Any breach, or alleged breach, of the Code of Conduct shall be investigated in accordance
with the Enforcement of Bylaws and Policies procedure referred to in Section 2 of the
Administrative Bylaws.
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Appendix 3

Conflict of Interest

1. Municipal Conflict of Interest Act

The Authority Members commit themselves and the Authority to ethical, businesslike,
and lawful conduct when acting as the General Membership. The Authority and the
Members are bound by the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act. This appendix to the bylaw
is intended to assist Members in understanding their obligations. Members are required
to review the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act on a regular basis. Additionally, the
agricultural representative appointed by the Minister will be required to follow the
provincial ethical framework set out for government public appointees in the
Management Board of Cabinet’s Agencies and Appointments Directive.

2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest

Where a Member, either on his or her own behalf or while acting for, by, with or through
another, has any pecuniary interest, direct or indirect, in any matter and is present at a
meeting of the Authority or committee at which the matter is the subject of
consideration, the Member:

a) shall, prior to any consideration of the matter at the meeting, disclose the
pecuniary interest and the general nature thereof;

b) shall not take part in the discussion of, or vote on any question in respect of
the matter;

¢) shall not attempt in any way whether before, during or after the meeting to
influence the voting on any such question; and,

d) shall file a written statement of the Conflict of Interest and its general nature
with the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer

3. Chair’s Conflict of Interest or Pecuniary Interest

Where the Chair of a meeting discloses a conflict of interest with respect to a matter
under consideration at a meeting, another Member shall be appointed to chair that
portion of the meeting by Resolution.

4. Closed Meetings

Where a meeting is not open to the public, a Member who has declared a conflict of
interest shall leave the meeting for the part of the meeting during which the matter is
under consideration.

5. Member Absent

Where the interest of a Member has not been disclosed by reason of their absence from
the particular meeting, the Member shall disclose their interest and otherwise comply at
the first meeting of the Authority, or Committee, as the case may be, attended by them
after the particular meeting.

6. Disclosure Recorded in Minutes

The recording secretary shall record in reasonable detail the particulars of any disclosure
of conflict of interest or pecuniary interest made by Members and whether the Member
withdrew from the discussion of the matter. Such record shall appear in the
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minutes/notes of that particular meeting of the General Membership, committee, as the
case may be.

The Authority shall maintain a registry in which the following shall be kept:

a) A copy of each statement filed under Section 2d) of this policy; and,
b) A Copy of each declaration recorded in the Minutes.

The registry shall be available for public inspection.

7. Breach of Conflict of Interest Policy
Should a Member breach the Conflict of Interest Policy, they shall advise the Chair with a
copy to the Secretary Treasurer, as soon as possible after the breach.

Should a Member allege that another Member has breached the Conflict of Interest
Policy, the said breach shall be communicated to the Chair, with a copy to the Secretary
Treasurer, in writing. In the absence of the Chair, or if a Member alleges that the Chair
has breached the Conflict of Interest Policy, the said breach shall be communicated by
the Vice-Chair, with a copy to the Secretary-Treasurer, in writing.

Should a member of the public or a municipality allege that a Member has breached the
Conflict of Interest Policy, the party making the allegation will be directed to follow the
notification procedure outlined above.

Any breach, or alleged breach, of the Conflict of Interest Policy shall be investigated in

accordance with the Enforcement of Bylaws and Policies procedure referred to in Section
2 of the Administrative Bylaws.
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Appendix 4

Election of Officers

1. Voting
Voting shall be by secret ballot and no Members may vote by proxy.

2. Acting Chair
The General Membership shall appoint the CAO/Secretary-Treasurer, as Acting Chair, for
the purpose of Election of Officers.

3. Scrutineer(s)

The appointment of one or more scrutineers is required for the purpose of counting
ballots, should an election be required. All ballots shall be destroyed by the scrutineers
afterwards. The Acting Chair shall call a motion for the appointment of one or more
persons, who are not Members or employees of the Authority, to act as scrutineers. A
Member, who will not stand for election, may be appointed as an additional scrutineer if
requested.

4. Election Procedures

The Acting Chair shall advise the Members that the election will be conducted in
accordance with the Act and this Administrative By-law Section B: Governance subsection
4 ‘Maximum Term for Chair and Vice Chair(s)’ as follows:

a) The elections shall be conducted in the following order:
i. Election of the Chair, who shall be a Member appointed by a
participating Municipality to the Authority
ii. Election of the Vice-chair, who shall be Member appointed by a
participating Municipality to the Authority.

b) The Acting Chair shall ask for nominations to each position;
c) Only current Members of the Authority who are present may vote;

d) Nominations shall be called three (3) times and the person making the
nomination will be the mover, with no seconder required;

e) The closing of nominations shall require both a mover and a seconder;

f) Each Member nominated shall be asked to accept the nomination, in the order
they were nominated and after the nominations are closed. The Member must
be present to accept the nomination unless the Member has advised the
CAO/Secretary-Treasurer in writing or by email in advance of the election of
their willingness to accept the nomination.

If one Nominee:
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g) If only one nominee the individual shall be declared into the position by
acclamation.

If More than One Nominee:

h) In the event of an election, each nominee shall be permitted not more than
three (3) minutes to speak for the office, in the order they were nominated.

i) Upon the acceptance by nominees to stand for election to the position of
office, ballots shall be distributed to the Members by the scrutineers for the
purpose of election and the Acting Chair shall ask the Members to write the
name of one individual only on the ballot.

j) The scrutineers shall collect the ballots, leave the meeting to count the
ballots, return and advise the Acting Chair who was elected with more than
50% of the vote.

k) The ballots will be destroyed by the scrutineers.

A majority vote shall be required for election. If there are more than two nominees, and
upon the first vote no nominee receives the majority required for election, the name of
the person with the least number of votes shall be removed from further consideration
for the office and new ballots shall be distributed. In the case of a vote where no
nominee receives the majority required for election and where two or more nominees are
tied with the least number of votes, a special vote shall be taken to decide which one of
such tied nominees’ names shall be dropped from the list of names to be voted on in the
next vote.

Should there be a tie vote between two remaining candidates, new ballots shall be
distributed, and a second vote held. Should there still be a tie after the second ballot a
third vote shall be held. Should there be a tie after the third vote, the election of the
office shall be decided by lot drawn by the Acting Chair or designate.

In the event of a vacancy, by death, resignation or otherwise, in the office of the Chair,
or Vice Chair, the Board of Directors shall elect a person to fill the vacant position.
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Appendix 5

Member Job Description

In 2015, the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority received a Service Delivery and
Operational Review. Recommendation 19 of this report suggested a Board Action Plan to
strengthen Authority governance around three components:

i. General Membership role;
ii. General Membership set up, size and representation; and
iii. General Membership operation.

The consultant recommended that the Members adopt a Job Description covering the five
key roles that the Board has specific responsibilities for:

i.  NVCA strategic direction and implementation;
ii.  Financial stewardship;
iii.  Governance;
iv. Legislative compliance; and
v. Representation of member municipalities.

Specifically, the Board has responsibility for:

Strategic Direction
i.  Formulating the NVCA's Strategic Plan — completing strategic visioning and
long term planning;
ii.  Setting implementation priorities in an approved Business Plan;
iii.  Reviewing and approving NVCA policies.

Financial Stewardship
i.  Establishing budget guidelines — both operating and capital;
ii.  Approving the NVCA budget and NVCA Asset Management Plan;
iii. Monitoring the “big picture” budget progress;
iv.  Controlling and safeguarding expenditures;
v. Appointing the external auditor and reviewing annual financial statements.

Human Resources
i. Selecting the Chief Administrative Officer and reviewing CAO performance;
ii. Receiving a Succession Management Plan for the Senior Management Team;
iii.  Receiving the policy and program for the NVCA’s Performance Management
System.

Legislation
i.  Monitoring compliance with federal and provincial legislation including the
Conservation Authorities Act;
ii.  Approving updated NVCA regulations and Bylaws;
iii.  Tracking and influencing to the extent feasible, federal and provincial
legislation impacting on NVCA.
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Representing Member Municipalities

Members are reasonably expected to attend meetings, training and other
Authority functions. It is understood that from time to time conflicts will
occur which may result in occasional absences.

Where possible Members are encouraged to attend social, cultural and
special NVCA events and affairs. Representation at such events is important
to staff and stakeholder groups we are involved with.

From time to time, Members may be requested to represent the Authority at
upper tier of government events and other Agencies and Commissions’
functions with the Chair, Vice Chair or delegated NVCA spokesperson.
Members shall accurately and adequately communicate the attitudes and
decisions of the Authority, even if they don’t agree with a decision reached
on a particular matter showing respect for the democratic process; showing
a sense of teamwork within the membership; and showing respect for the
majority opinion of the Members.

Nothing in this Job Description is intended to prevent a Member from
outlining their rationale for voting in a particular manner, which may have
been contrary to a final Board decision. When so doing, the members shall
be cautious not to make disparaging, accusatory or negative comments
which calls into question the collective good faith decision of the Board.

Governance

iv.
V.

Performing a Governance performance review on an annual basis.
Ensuring Committees are operating effectively.

Ensuring that Authority meetings are conducted in a professional, efficient
and transparent manner — confidentiality is respected when required.
Ensuring that the Board is ethical, prudent and legal in all of its duties.
Approving a Corporate Risk Assessment Plan.
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Appendix 6

Template: Subsection 17(1.3) of the Conservation Authorities Act (CAA)
Application for Minister’s Exception (Chair and Vice-Chair Provisions)

Please complete the following table and submit to the Minister at

minister.mnrf@ontario.ca, along with:
e a covering letter, and

e clear statement of the request from the authority membership through a resolution
of the authority or from the council of the participating municipality through a

council resolution (as applicable)

e meeting minutes and details of a recorded vote on that resolution.

Item

Details from Applicant

Name of participating municipality or
conservation authority submitting application

Composition of Authority:

Item

Details from Applicant

Total number of the authority membership

Number of participating municipalities in the
authority

For each participating municipality, the
number of appointed municipal council
members and non-municipal council members

Proposal Details:

Item

Details from Applicant

Statement of the request for an exception
(e.g. seeking an exception under clause
17(1.3) (a), 17(1.3) (b) of the CAA or both
etc.). (see Appendix for these legislative
provisions)

Which participating municipality(ies) does the
candidate for chair and/or vice-chair
represent(s).

Whether the candidates for chair and/or vice-
chair are members of municipal council or
non-elected municipal appointees.

Service time to date of the chair and/or vice-
chair incumbents in the role whose terms are
proposed to be extended.
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Item

Details from Applicant

Detailed rationale, including local
circumstances, for the Minister to consider as
to why an exception is needed.
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Staff Report: 48-10-24-BOD

Date: 24/01/2025
To: Chair and Members of the Board of Directors
From: Maria Leung

Senior Communications Specialist

SUBJECT: Communications Report - November 27, 2024 - January 9, 2025

Recommendation

RESOLVED THAT: Staff Report No. 48-10-24-BOD regarding NVCA
Communications - November 27, 2024 - January 9, 2025, be received.

Purpose of the Staff Report

This staff report presents a summary of NVCA media coverage and public outreach
during the period of November 27, 2024 - January 9, 2025.

The following outlines the communications and media coverage during the period.
1. Flood Messages

NVCA Winter Safety Message, issued on December 18, 2024

Title Media Outlet Date

NVCA Warns of Dangerous Bayshore December 21, 2024
Waterways Broadcasting

NVCA Warns of Dangerous Country 105 December 21, 2024
Waterways

Watershed Condition Statement: Flood Outlook, issued on January 4, 2025




Communications Report - November 27, 2024 - January 9, 2025

Staff Report No. 48-10-24-BOD

This message did not generate media articles.

Watershed Condition Statement: Flood Outlook, issued on January 6, 2025

Title

Media Outlet

Date

Take Care Near Bodies of Water

FM92 South Simcoe

January 6, 2025

Take Care Near Bodies of Water

Milton Now

January 6, 2025

NVCA issues winter waterway
safety warning

Hamilton Spectator

January 9, 2025

NCVA issues winter waterway safety
warning

New Tecumseth
Times

January 9, 2025

NVCA issues winter waterway
safety warning

Penticton Herald

January 9, 2025

2. Media coverage of NVCA news releases

Donate to NVCA this Giving Tuesday to protect and restore your local watershed!,

issued on November 27, 2024

Title Media Outlet Date Reference

NVCA solicits donations on |Creemore Echo November |Kyra Howes, Director

Giving Tuesday 29, 2024 of Conservation
Services

Local conservation Innisfil Today November |Kyra Howes, Director

authority looking for 29, 2024 of Conservation

support on Giving Tuesday Services

Local conservation Bradford Today November |Kyra Howes, Director

authority looking for 29, 2024 of Conservation

support on Giving Tuesday Services

Local conservation Collingwood Today |November |Kyra Howes, Director

authority looking for 30, 2024 of Conservation

support on Giving Tuesday Services
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Title Media Outlet Date Reference

Local conservation Orillia Matters November |Kyra Howes, Director
authority looking for 30, 2024 of Conservation
support on Giving Tuesday Services

Local conservation Barrie Today December |Kyra Howes, Director
authority looking for 1, 2024 of Conservation

support on Giving Tuesday

Services

NVCA's new Conservation Areas Engagement Working Group creates a chance to
help shape the future of our natural spaces!, issued on December 10, 2024

Title Media Outlet Date Reference

Passionate about nature? |Barrie Today December |Elise Barr-Klouman,

NVCA working group 10, 2024 Community

needs volunteers Engagement
Facilitator

Passionate about nature? |Innisfil Today December |Elise Barr-Klouman,

NVCA working group 12, 2024 Community

needs volunteers Engagement
Facilitator

Passionate about nature? |Bradford Today December |Elise Barr-Klouman,

NVCA working group 12, 2024 Community

needs volunteers Engagement
Facilitator

NVCA’s new working Creemore Echo December |Elise Barr-Klouman,

group offers chance to 20, 2024 Community

help shape the future of Engagement

natural spaces Facilitator

NVCA looking for New Tecumseth December |Elise Barr-Klouman,

volunteers for the Times 20, 2024 Community

Conservation Areas Engagement

Engagement Working Facilitator

Group
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NVCA CAO announces retirement, issued on December 17, 2024

retirement

Title Media Outlet Date Reference

Position of CAO Open at FM 92 South December |[Sheryl Flannagan,

NVCA Simcoe 19, 2024 Interim CAO/Director
of Corporate
Services

'‘Compassion and care': Barrie Today December |Chair Little and

NVCA CAO announces 22,2024 Sheryl Flannagan,

Interim CAO/Director
of Corporate
Services

COLUMN: Submit permit applications early to avoid delays, issued on January 5,

2025

Title Media Outlet Date Reference

COLUMN: Submit permit |Barrie Today January 4, |[Ben Krul, Manager of
applications early to avoid 2024 Development

delays Planning and Permits
COLUMN: Submit permit Bradford January 4, |Ben Krul, Manager of
applications early to avoid | Today 2024 Development

delays Planning and Permits
COLUMN: Submit permit |Collingwood Today [January 4, |Ben Krul, Manager of
applications early to avoid 2024 Development

delays Planning and Permits
COLUMN: Submit permit |Innisfil Today January 4, |[Ben Krul, Manager of
applications early to avoid 2024 Development

delays Planning and Permits
COLUMN: Submit permit |Orillia Matters January 4, |Ben Krul, Manager of
applications early to avoid 2024 Development

delays

Planning and Permits

All other media releases can be found on NVCA website under "News."
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3. Other Media Coverage

Title Media Outlet Date Reference
UPDATED: Due diligence |Collingwood Today |December
not done on Poplar Village 4, 2024
MZO: AG report

Due diligence not done on |The Trillium December
Poplar Village MZO: AG 5, 2024
report

Tiffin Centre invites the New Tecumseth December
public to participate in Times 12, 2024
bird count

For science: Tiffin Centre |Barrie Today December
to host annual bird count 15, 2024
Flock to Tiffin Centre, join |Innisfil Today December
in on annual bird count 21, 2024
Bundle up and head out to |Simcoe.com December
an NVCA site for some 22, 2024
family-friendly wintertime

fun

Beware of 'unstable’ Innisfil Today December
winter hazards along local 22, 2024
water bodies: LSRCA

Beware winter hazards Midland Today December
along local water bodies: 23, 2024
Environmental group

These Ontario bluffs have |Curiocity December
breathtaking vistas of the 27, 2024
surrounding countryside

DISCLAIMER: NVCA does not allege that the information provided in the media articles depicts accurate
statements or testimonies on behalf of any individual named, and is not responsible for any misinterpretation of
information or misquoted statement(s).
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2. Other Communication/Media Outreach

¢ Ongoing - social media outreach (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn)

3. Presentations/Displays/Key Events by NVCA staff

e December 12, 2024 - Channeling Mother Nature: New Approaches for River
Restoration

e December 30, 2024 - Winter Camp Tiffin

e January 2, 2024 - Winter Camp Tiffin

e January 2, 2025 - Christmas Bird Count for Kids

e January 3, 2024 - Winter Camp Tiffin

Issues/Analysis
The majority of media coverage in this reporting period was regarding municipal
budgets. There are no issues of concern at this time.

Impact on Authority Finances

Staff time to prepare this report is addressed in the 2025 budget.

Climate Change Implications
This staff report does not result in an increase in green house gases, temperature
or precipitation exposure.

Reviewed by: Approved for submission by:
Original Signed by Original Signed by

Sheryl Flannagan Sheryl Flannagan

Interim Chief Administrative Officer/ Interim Chief Administrative Officer/
Director, Corporate Services Director Corporate Services

Attachment 1 - Media Clippings for the period



Local conservation authority
looking for support on Giving
Tuesday

'Some programs can generate $4 from
every $1 of donation through grants
and other funding opportunities,'
notes NVCA official

November 29, 2024

Volunteers plant trees for the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority.Photo supplied by the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority

NEWS RELEASE

NOTTAWASAGA VALLEY
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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Giving Tuesday is next Tuesday, Dec.
3.

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) is accepting
donations to help restore local rivers
and streams, maintain conservation
areas, inspire youth to connect with
nature and monitor the health of our
local environment.

This year, NVCA's environmental
education team introduced French-
language programming to schools and
connected with students to protect
water quality in local rivers and

streams. The stewardship team
restored rivers and streams and
created wetlands, while the lands
team made NVCA'’s conservation areas
safer and more enjoyable for all users.
The watershed monitoring team
monitored the health of our streams
and launched a pilot project to
monitor the effects of climate change.

Funds raised from Giving Tuesday give
opportunities for students to connect
with nature, help students learn to
connect with nature, and allow NVCA'’s
staff and volunteers to protect and
restore local rivers and streams. More
resources will be available for trail
maintenance, and staff can continue
to monitor streams, rivers, wetlands,
forests and groundwater so residents
can learn about their local
environment.

“We have ambitious plans for 2025 to
continue the great work our teams
have been undertaking,” said Kyra
Howes, director of conservation
services at NVCA. "NVCA staff are
very resourceful and have many years
of experience in using donations as
leverage to raise even more funding
through grants and partnerships.
Some programs can generate $4 from
every $1 of donation through grants
and other funding opportunities.”

Donations can be made online through
NVCA's website, by cheque or by
visiting NVCA’s administration office.
NVCA also welcomes volunteers to
help plant trees, and restore rivers
and streams, and is actively recruiting
volunteers to help promote
conservation areas and shape future
events and festivals.




Giving Tuesday is the world’s largest
generosity movement. It is an
opportunity for people around the
world to stand together and support
their communities or give to the
causes they believe in.

For more information or to
donate, nvca.on.ca.



NVCA solicits donations on Giving
Tuesday

November 29, 2024 by Trina Berlo

Creemore Echo

On Giving Tuesday, Dec. 3, the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) is accepting
donations to help restore local rivers
and streams, maintain conservation
areas, inspire youth to connect with
nature and monitor the health of our
local environment.

Funds raised from Giving Tuesday give
opportunities for students to connect
with nature, help students learn to
connect with nature, and allow NVCA’s
staff and volunteers to protect and
restore local rivers and streams. More
resources will be available for trail
maintenance, and staff can continue
to monitor streams, rivers, wetlands,
forests and groundwater so residents
can learn about their local
environment.

“We have ambitious plans for 2025 to
continue the great work our teams
have been undertaking,” said Kyra
Howes, Director of Conservation
Services at NVCA. "NVCA staff are
very resourceful and have many years
of experience in using donations as
leverage to raise even more funding
through grants and partnerships.
Some programs can generate $4 from

every $1 of donation through grants
and other funding opportunities!”

Donations can be made online through
NVCA'’s website, by cheque or by
visiting NVCA'’s administration office.
NVCA also welcomes volunteers to
help plant trees, and restore rivers
and streams, and is actively recruiting
volunteers to help promote
conservation areas and shape future
events and festivals.

Giving Tuesday is the world’s largest
generosity movement. It is an
opportunity for people around the
world to stand together and support
their communities or give to the
causes they believe in.

For more information or to donate,
visit nvca.on.ca.



Local conservation authority
looking for support on Giving
Tuesday

'Some programs can generate $4 from
every $1 of donation through grants
and other funding opportunities,'
notes NVCA official

November 29, 2024
Innisfil Today
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Volunteers plant trees for the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority.Photo supplied by the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority
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NOTTAWASAGA VALLEY
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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Giving Tuesday is next Tuesday, Dec.
3.

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) is accepting
donations to help restore local rivers
and streams, maintain conservation
areas, inspire youth to connect with
nature and monitor the health of our
local environment.

This year, NVCA's environmental
education team introduced French-
language programming to schools and
connected with students to protect
water quality in local rivers and

streams. The stewardship team
restored rivers and streams and
created wetlands, while the lands
team made NVCA'’s conservation areas
safer and more enjoyable for all users.
The watershed monitoring team
monitored the health of our streams
and launched a pilot project to
monitor the effects of climate change.

Funds raised from Giving Tuesday give
opportunities for students to connect
with nature, help students learn to
connect with nature, and allow NVCA'’s
staff and volunteers to protect and
restore local rivers and streams. More
resources will be available for trail
maintenance, and staff can continue
to monitor streams, rivers, wetlands,
forests and groundwater so residents
can learn about their local
environment.

“We have ambitious plans for 2025 to
continue the great work our teams
have been undertaking,” said Kyra
Howes, director of conservation
services at NVCA. "NVCA staff are
very resourceful and have many years
of experience in using donations as
leverage to raise even more funding
through grants and partnerships.
Some programs can generate $4 from
every $1 of donation through grants
and other funding opportunities.”

Donations can be made online through
NVCA's website, by cheque or by
visiting NVCA’s administration office.
NVCA also welcomes volunteers to
help plant trees, and restore rivers
and streams, and is actively recruiting
volunteers to help promote
conservation areas and shape future
events and festivals.




Giving Tuesday is the world’s largest
generosity movement. It is an
opportunity for people around the
world to stand together and support
their communities or give to the
causes they believe in.

For more information or to
donate, nvca.on.ca.



Local conservation authority
looking for support on Giving
Tuesday

'Some programs can generate $4 from
every $1 of donation through grants
and other funding opportunities,'
notes NVCA official

November 30, 2024

Collingwood Today
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Volunteers plant trees for the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority.Photo supplied by the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority
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NOTTAWASAGA VALLEY
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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Giving Tuesday is next Tuesday, Dec.
3.

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) is accepting
donations to help restore local rivers
and streams, maintain conservation
areas, inspire youth to connect with
nature and monitor the health of our
local environment.

This year, NVCA's environmental
education team introduced French-
language programming to schools and
connected with students to protect
water quality in local rivers and

streams. The stewardship team
restored rivers and streams and
created wetlands, while the lands
team made NVCA'’s conservation areas
safer and more enjoyable for all users.
The watershed monitoring team
monitored the health of our streams
and launched a pilot project to
monitor the effects of climate change.

Funds raised from Giving Tuesday give
opportunities for students to connect
with nature, help students learn to
connect with nature, and allow NVCA'’s
staff and volunteers to protect and
restore local rivers and streams. More
resources will be available for trail
maintenance, and staff can continue
to monitor streams, rivers, wetlands,
forests and groundwater so residents
can learn about their local
environment.

“We have ambitious plans for 2025 to
continue the great work our teams
have been undertaking,” said Kyra
Howes, director of conservation
services at NVCA. "NVCA staff are
very resourceful and have many years
of experience in using donations as
leverage to raise even more funding
through grants and partnerships.
Some programs can generate $4 from
every $1 of donation through grants
and other funding opportunities.”

Donations can be made online through
NVCA's website, by cheque or by
visiting NVCA’s administration office.
NVCA also welcomes volunteers to
help plant trees, and restore rivers
and streams, and is actively recruiting
volunteers to help promote
conservation areas and shape future
events and festivals.




Giving Tuesday is the world’s largest
generosity movement. It is an
opportunity for people around the
world to stand together and support
their communities or give to the
causes they believe in.

For more information or to
donate, nvca.on.ca.
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Local conservation authority
looking for support on Giving
Tuesday

'Some programs can generate $4 from
every $1 of donation through grants
and other funding opportunities,'
notes NVCA official

November 30, 2024

Orillia Matters

Volunteers plant trees for the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority.Photo supplied by the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority
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NOTTAWASAGA VALLEY
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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Giving Tuesday is next Tuesday, Dec.
3.

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) is accepting
donations to help restore local rivers
and streams, maintain conservation
areas, inspire youth to connect with
nature and monitor the health of our
local environment.

This year, NVCA's environmental
education team introduced French-
language programming to schools and
connected with students to protect
water quality in local rivers and

streams. The stewardship team
restored rivers and streams and
created wetlands, while the lands
team made NVCA'’s conservation areas
safer and more enjoyable for all users.
The watershed monitoring team
monitored the health of our streams
and launched a pilot project to
monitor the effecAts of climate
change.

Funds raised from Giving Tuesday give
opportunities for students to connect
with nature, help students learn to
connect with nature, and allow NVCA's
staff and volunteers to protect and
restore local rivers and streams. More
resources will be available for trail
maintenance, and staff can continue
to monitor streams, rivers, wetlands,
forests and groundwater so residents
can learn about their local
environment.

“We have ambitious plans for 2025 to
continue the great work our teams
have been undertaking,” said Kyra
Howes, director of conservation
services at NVCA. "NVCA staff are
very resourceful and have many years
of experience in using donations as
leverage to raise even more funding
through grants and partnerships.
Some programs can generate $4 from
every $1 of donation through grants
and other funding opportunities.”

Donations can be made online through
NVCA's website, by cheque or by
visiting NVCA’s administration office.
NVCA also welcomes volunteers to
help plant trees, and restore rivers
and streams, and is actively recruiting
volunteers to help promote
conservation areas and shape future
events and festivals.




Giving Tuesday is the world’s largest
generosity movement. It is an
opportunity for people around the
world to stand together and support
their communities or give to the
causes they believe in.

For more information or to
donate, nvca.on.ca.
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Local conservation authority
looking for support on Giving
Tuesday

'Some programs can generate $4 from
every $1 of donation through grants
and other funding opportunities,'
notes NVCA official

December 1, 2024

Volunteers plant trees for the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority.Photo supplied by the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority
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CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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Giving Tuesday is next Tuesday, Dec.
3.

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) is accepting
donations to help restore local rivers
and streams, maintain conservation
areas, inspire youth to connect with
nature and monitor the health of our
local environment.

This year, NVCA's environmental
education team introduced French-
language programming to schools and
connected with students to protect
water quality in local rivers and

streams. The stewardship team
restored rivers and streams and
created wetlands, while the lands
team made NVCA'’s conservation areas
safer and more enjoyable for all users.
The watershed monitoring team
monitored the health of our streams
and launched a pilot project to
monitor the effects of climate change.

Funds raised from Giving Tuesday give
opportunities for students to connect
with nature, help students learn to
connect with nature, and allow NVCA'’s
staff and volunteers to protect and
restore local rivers and streams. More
resources will be available for trail
maintenance, and staff can continue
to monitor streams, rivers, wetlands,
forests and groundwater so residents
can learn about their local
environment.

“We have ambitious plans for 2025 to
continue the great work our teams
have been undertaking,” said Kyra
Howes, director of conservation
services at NVCA. "NVCA staff are
very resourceful and have many years
of experience in using donations as
leverage to raise even more funding
through grants and partnerships.
Some programs can generate $4 from
every $1 of donation through grants
and other funding opportunities.”

Donations can be made online through
NVCA's website, by cheque or by
visiting NVCA’s administration office.
NVCA also welcomes volunteers to
help plant trees, and restore rivers
and streams, and is actively recruiting
volunteers to help promote
conservation areas and shape future
events and festivals.




Giving Tuesday is the world’s largest
generosity movement. It is an
opportunity for people around the
world to stand together and support
their communities or give to the
causes they believe in.

For more information or to
donate, nvca.on.ca.



UPDATED: Due diligence not done
on Poplar Village MZO: AG report

AG's report shows the developer had
discussions with the province to
finalize wording on the MZO without
the town’s involvement prior to the
province approving it

December 4, 2024 by Jessica Owen

Collingwood Today

A version of this story was first
published by CollingwoodToday, a
Village Media publication.

The provincial auditor general’s report
released on Tuesday says the province
issued Minister’s Zoning Orders (MZO)
without doing their due diligence when
requests come across their desks.

And, in a case study on Collingwood’s
Poplar Village project used in the
report as an example, Collingwood’s
current council may have been right in
asking the province to pump the
brakes in 2022 on finalizing the MZO,
although the report notes the province
didn't heed that advice.

“It is well known how I felt about the
early MZO process for the proposed
Poplar Health and Wellness Village,”
said Mayor Yvonne Hamlin in a
statement sent to CollingwoodToday in
response to the report’s findings.

A two-page case study in the 120-
page report completed by provincial
auditor general Shelley Spence’s office
covers the Poplar Village project MZO
timeline based on internal provincial
government communications.

The Poplar Regional Health and
Wellness Village proposal for 130
acres on the northeast corner of
Poplar Sideroad and Raglan Street
was first brought forward to
Collingwood council in March 2022 by
proponents Di Poce Management Ltd.
and Live Work Learn Play Inc.

According to the initial vision for the
project presented to council, there
would be seven key areas
incorporated into the design of the
village, including a regional health and
wellness campus, a market district,
long-term care/assisted living
facilities, bioscience and medical
research facilities, an eco-wellness
centre, a regional transit hub, student
and workforce housing, and sports
medicine clinics.

The developers intended to seek an
MZO — a controversial provincial tool
to fast-track a change of zoning on a
piece of land with provincial authority
bypassing the municipal zoning
process — to change the zoning of the
property from industrial to mixed-use
to allow for the community hub-style
development.

On Aug. 18, 2022, council endorsed
the MZO “in principle,” with the caveat
that the developers must work with
town staff, the mayor and deputy
mayor and the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and Housing to prepare a final
MZO for endorsement.




On Nov. 10, the previous

council voted in favour of supporting
the MZO application, even though a
development agreement between the
town and the developer had not yet
been signed. It was one of the last
major decisions of the 2018-2022
council before the newly elected
council took their seats.

The decision didn’t come without
controversy, with then-new mayor
Hamlin quickly calling a meeting of the
newly inaugurated council on Nov.

16 to revert to an “in-principle”
endorsement of an MZO for the Poplar
project until the town and the
developer had a signed agreement in
place to ensure that what the
developer was promising is what
would be built.

"I don't feel this was handled in an
open and transparent fashion, which is
going to be the hallmark of how I
govern this town,” said Hamlin at the
time of her intention to hit the brakes.

But it was too late.

An MZO for the project had already
been drafted by the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing as of
Oct. 31, 2022, according to the
province’s internal documentation
referred to in the auditor general's
report.

“Then, on Nov. 14, 2022, Ministry
staff received an email from the
Deputy Minister’s office stating that
the direction from the Premier’s Office
was to move forward on the
Collingwood MZO immediately,” notes
Spence in the report.

She writes that although the town had
requested a minimum of 10 per cent
of the new housing units be a mix of
affordable and attainable housing, the
final version of the MZO has no
wording to that effect.

“Staff noted in the accompanying MZO
information package to the Minister:
‘in order to meet desired timelines,
the Ministry and (Legislative) Counsel
were unable to complete the normal
due diligence. As a result, there may
be errors that result in the MZO not
achieving the intended outcomes and
a need to amend this MZO post-
filing,”” reads the AG report.

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing approved the MZO application
on Nov. 16, the same day Collingwood
council had voted to press pause. It
was announced publicly on Nov. 17

— merely one week after Collingwood
council had voted to endorse it.

Spence notes the Poplar Village
proposal will require significant
upgrades to municipal servicing
capacity before becoming a reality
through the expansion of the
Raymond A. Barker Water Treatment
Plant. She concluded that the town
was not asked whether it was still
supportive of the MZO without the
affordable housing component before
it was approved by the province.

It is one of three examples in the
report of MZOs where municipalities
asked for affordable housing to be
included as a condition of supporting
an MZO application, however the
province did not include it in the final
approved MZO.



In December 2023 — more than one
year later — shortly after the town
finally signed a development
agreement with the developer which
included the 10 per cent
affordable/attainable housing number,
the province announced the Poplar
MZO was among 14 projects across
Ontario marked for enhanced
monitoring due to limited progress.

Spence points out in her report that
the proponents behind the Poplar
Village project suggested their
proposal includes the creation of about
16,000 construction jobs and between
3,500 and 6,500 permanent jobs.

“No evidence or due diligence were
completed or provided to or by the
Ministry to substantiate these claims,”
she wrote, adding that a 2023 labour
report by the town done in 2023 noted
that 13,757 people are estimated to
be in the town’s labour force.

“Ministry staff did not report to the
Minister’s Office on whether the
proponent’s claims appeared
unrealistic, given the potential impact
on the size of the labour force,” she
wrote.

No go, MZOs

The annual auditor general’s report
covered nine performance audits on
various topics, including the Ontario
Place redevelopment,

the implementation and oversight of
the province’s opioid

strategy and safety, and financial
management and capital at the
Toronto District School Board.

The audit on MZOs examined whether
MZOs were being made based on

timely and complete information and
in accordance with the Planning Act
and whether mechanisms had been
established to measure whether MZOs
were achieving their intended
objectives.

It found that while unleashing an
unprecedented number of
municipality-overriding zoning orders,
Premier Doug Ford’s government
tended to ignore vital information and
prioritize requests “with no protocol
and no apparent rationale."

Read more about the AG's MZO report
here.

Where does the project tstand?

According to an update on the project
provided by Armando Lopes, vice-
president of development for Di Poce
Management Ltd.

to CollingwoodToday in October, the
vision for the project is currently still
in-line with what was presented to the
public in 2022.

Work is continuing by Di Poce
Management Ltd. to hammer out an
agreement with Collingwood General
and Marine Hospital to finalize details
on the land donation as part of the
development for a future hospital
build on the Poplar site.

In the AG’s report, she notes the
Ministry of Environment, Conservation
and Parks informed the MMAH during
their review of the MZO that the site is
a potential habitat for endangered or
threatened species such as butternut
trees, barn swallow, bobolink,
chimney swift and the eastern
meadowlark.



Lopes said in October that ecologists
have been at the 130-acre site, along
with officials from the Nottawasaga
Valley Conservation Authority, to
delineate where the sensitive natural
environmental areas exist.

Provincial monitoring of the Poplar
Village MZO is still underway, and the
projects on that monitoring list are
planned to be tracked until mid-2025.

Hamlin said on Tuesday she’s
optimistic about the project moving
forward.

“We have successfully concluded an
agreement with the developer
containing significant community
benefits including the land for a new
regional hospital on Poplar Sideroad,”
she said. "I look forward to continuing
to work with the ministry, the
developer and the hospital as this
project moves forward.”

In an emailed statement, Lopes
provided the perspective of Di Poce
Management Ltd. on the AG report.

"We are disappointed in the way our
MZO was characterized," said Lopes.
"Unfortunately, the auditors made no
attempt to contact us to obtain
accurate information available on the
town’s website regarding the request
process for an MZO to implement the
Poplar Regional Health and Wellness
Village."

Lopes takes issue with the auditor
making no mention in the report of
the fully integrated regional campus
for Collingwood General and Marine
Hospital, the health-care-related jobs
and economic growth that would come
with that part of the project. He was

dismayed to find there was also no
mention of the extensive

yearlong public consultation
process the developer undertook in
Collingwood prior to the MZO being
approved.

He said he was surprised to see the
focus in the report on the
environmental impacts as if they
hadn't been considered.

"(It) failed to note that the lands were
designated and zoned for industrial
uses already and that the site is
largely outside of the area regulated
by the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority," he said. "Any
portions of land which were identified
as environmental protection in the in-
effect zoning were directly transferred
to the MZO as environmental
protection areas accordingly."

Lopes also notes that while the MZO
has been approved, that doesn’t
circumvent the rest of the planning
process, and the developer has
worked to come to the development
agreement in place with the town. He
said the developer will continue to
work with all levels of government and
the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority on the project.

He points out that as a matter of law,
MZOs do not include affordable or
attainable housing requirements, so
he's unsure why there was such an
emphasis on that aspect on multiple
projects considered in the AG's report,
and reiterated that the 10 per cent
affordable/attainable housing promise
is included in the development
agreement.



"Overall, we are proud of all the hard
work and effort by all parties and
believe this MZO will transform the
community and region for generations
to come," said Lopes.

- With files from Charlie Pinkerton,
The Trillium



Due diligence not done on Poplar
Village MZO: AG report

AG's report shows the developer had
discussions with the province to
finalize wording on the MZO without
the town’s involvement prior to the
province approving it

December 5, 2024 by Jessica Owen

The Trillium

A version of this story was first
published by CollingwoodToday, a
Village Media publication.

The provincial auditor general’s report
released on Tuesday says the province
issued Minister’s Zoning Orders (MZO)
without doing their due diligence when
requests come across their desks.

And, in a case study on Collingwood’s
Poplar Village project used in the
report as an example, Collingwood’s
current council may have been right in
asking the province to pump the
brakes in 2022 on finalizing the MZO,
although the report notes the province
didn't heed that advice.

“It is well known how I felt about the
early MZO process for the proposed
Poplar Health and Wellness Village,”
said Mayor Yvonne Hamlin in a
statement sent to CollingwoodToday in
response to the report’s findings.

A two-page case study in the 120-
page report completed by provincial
auditor general Shelley Spence’s office
covers the Poplar Village project MZO
timeline based on internal provincial
government communications.

The Poplar Regional Health and
Wellness Village proposal for 130
acres on the northeast corner of
Poplar Sideroad and Raglan Street
was first brought forward to
Collingwood council in March 2022 by
proponents Di Poce Management Ltd.
and Live Work Learn Play Inc.

According to the initial vision for the
project presented to council, there
would be seven key areas
incorporated into the design of the
village, including a regional health and
wellness campus, a market district,
long-term care/assisted living
facilities, bioscience and medical
research facilities, an eco-wellness
centre, a regional transit hub, student
and workforce housing, and sports
medicine clinics.

The developers intended to seek an
MZO — a controversial provincial tool
to fast-track a change of zoning on a
piece of land with provincial authority
bypassing the municipal zoning
process — to change the zoning of the
property from industrial to mixed-use
to allow for the community hub-style
development.

On Aug. 18, 2022, council endorsed
the MZO “in principle,” with the caveat
that the developers must work with
town staff, the mayor and deputy
mayor and the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and Housing to prepare a final
MZO for endorsement.




On Nov. 10, the previous

council voted in favour of supporting
the MZO application, even though a
development agreement between the
town and the developer had not yet
been signed. It was one of the last
major decisions of the 2018-2022
council before the newly elected
council took their seats.

The decision didn’t come without
controversy, with then-new mayor
Hamlin quickly calling a meeting of the
newly inaugurated council on Nov.

16 to revert to an “in-principle”
endorsement of an MZO for the Poplar
project until the town and the
developer had a signed agreement in
place to ensure that what the
developer was promising is what
would be built.

"I don't feel this was handled in an
open and transparent fashion, which is
going to be the hallmark of how I
govern this town,” said Hamlin at the
time of her intention to hit the brakes.

But it was too late.

An MZO for the project had already
been drafted by the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing as of
Oct. 31, 2022, according to the
province’s internal documentation
referred to in the auditor general's
report.

“Then, on Nov. 14, 2022, Ministry
staff received an email from the
Deputy Minister’s office stating that
the direction from the Premier’s Office
was to move forward on the
Collingwood MZO immediately,” notes
Spence in the report.

She writes that although the town had
requested a minimum of 10 per cent
of the new housing units be a mix of
affordable and attainable housing, the
final version of the MZO has no
wording to that effect.

“Staff noted in the accompanying MZO
information package to the Minister:
‘in order to meet desired timelines,
the Ministry and (Legislative) Counsel
were unable to complete the normal
due diligence. As a result, there may
be errors that result in the MZO not
achieving the intended outcomes and
a need to amend this MZO post-
filing,”” reads the AG report.

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing approved the MZO application
on Nov. 16, the same day Collingwood
council had voted to press pause. It
was announced publicly on Nov. 17

— merely one week after Collingwood
council had voted to endorse it.

Spence notes the Poplar Village
proposal will require significant
upgrades to municipal servicing
capacity before becoming a reality
through the expansion of the
Raymond A. Barker Water Treatment
Plant. She concluded that the town
was not asked whether it was still
supportive of the MZO without the
affordable housing component before
it was approved by the province.

It is one of three examples in the
report of MZOs where municipalities
asked for affordable housing to be
included as a condition of supporting
an MZO application, however the
province did not include it in the final
approved MZO.



In December 2023 — more than one
year later — shortly after the town
finally signed a development
agreement with the developer which
included the 10 per cent
affordable/attainable housing number,
the province announced the Poplar
MZO was among 14 projects across
Ontario marked for enhanced
monitoring due to limited progress.

Spence points out in her report that
the proponents behind the Poplar
Village project suggested their
proposal includes the creation of about
16,000 construction jobs and between
3,500 and 6,500 permanent jobs.

“No evidence or due diligence were
completed or provided to or by the
Ministry to substantiate these claims,”
she wrote, adding that a 2023 labour
report by the town done in 2023 noted
that 13,757 people are estimated to
be in the town’s labour force.

“Ministry staff did not report to the
Minister’s Office on whether the
proponent’s claims appeared
unrealistic, given the potential impact
on the size of the labour force,” she
wrote.

No go, MZOs

The annual auditor general’s report
covered nine performance audits on
various topics, including the Ontario
Place redevelopment,

the implementation and oversight of
the province’s opioid

strategy and safety, and financial
management and capital at the
Toronto District School Board.

The audit on MZOs examined whether
MZOs were being made based on

timely and complete information and
in accordance with the Planning Act
and whether mechanisms had been
established to measure whether MZOs
were achieving their intended
objectives.

It found that while unleashing an
unprecedented number of
municipality-overriding zoning orders,
Premier Doug Ford’s government
tended to ignore vital information and
prioritize requests “with no protocol
and no apparent rationale."

Read more about the AG's MZO report
here.

Where does the project tstand?

According to an update on the project
provided by Armando Lopes, vice-
president of development for Di Poce
Management Ltd.

to CollingwoodToday in October, the
vision for the project is currently still
in-line with what was presented to the
public in 2022.

Work is continuing by Di Poce
Management Ltd. to hammer out an
agreement with Collingwood General
and Marine Hospital to finalize details
on the land donation as part of the
development for a future hospital
build on the Poplar site.

In the AG’s report, she notes the
Ministry of Environment, Conservation
and Parks informed the MMAH during
their review of the MZO that the site is
a potential habitat for endangered or
threatened species such as butternut
trees, barn swallow, bobolink,
chimney swift and the eastern
meadowlark.



Lopes said in October that ecologists
have been at the 130-acre site, along
with officials from the Nottawasaga
Valley Conservation Authority, to
delineate where the sensitive natural
environmental areas exist.

Provincial monitoring of the Poplar
Village MZO is still underway, and the
projects on that monitoring list are
planned to be tracked until mid-2025.

Hamlin said on Tuesday she’s
optimistic about the project moving
forward.

“We have successfully concluded an
agreement with the developer
containing significant community
benefits including the land for a new
regional hospital on Poplar Sideroad,”
she said. "I look forward to continuing
to work with the ministry, the
developer and the hospital as this
project moves forward.”

In an emailed statement, Lopes
provided the perspective of Di Poce
Management Ltd. on the AG report.

"We are disappointed in the way our
MZO was characterized," said Lopes.
"Unfortunately, the auditors made no
attempt to contact us to obtain
accurate information available on the
town’s website regarding the request
process for an MZO to implement the
Poplar Regional Health and Wellness
Village."

Lopes takes issue with the auditor
making no mention in the report of
the fully integrated regional campus
for Collingwood General and Marine
Hospital, the health-care-related jobs
and economic growth that would come
with that part of the project. He was

dismayed to find there was also no
mention of the extensive

yearlong public consultation
process the developer undertook in
Collingwood prior to the MZO being
approved.

He said he was surprised to see the
focus in the report on the
environmental impacts as if they
hadn't been considered.

"(It) failed to note that the lands were
designated and zoned for industrial
uses already and that the site is
largely outside of the area regulated
by the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority," he said. "Any
portions of land which were identified
as environmental protection in the in-
effect zoning were directly transferred
to the MZO as environmental
protection areas accordingly."

Lopes also notes that while the MZO
has been approved, that doesn’t
circumvent the rest of the planning
process, and the developer has
worked to come to the development
agreement in place with the town. He
said the developer will continue to
work with all levels of government and
the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority on the project.

He points out that as a matter of law,
MZOs do not include affordable or
attainable housing requirements, so
he's unsure why there was such an
emphasis on that aspect on multiple
projects considered in the AG's report,
and reiterated that the 10 per cent
affordable/attainable housing promise
is included in the development
agreement.



"Overall, we are proud of all the hard
work and effort by all parties and
believe this MZO will transform the
community and region for generations
to come," said Lopes.

- With files from Charlie Pinkerton,
The Trillium



Passionate about nature? NVCA
working group needs volunteers

"This isn’t your typical committee,’
says Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority official; special focus will be
on shaping events at Fort Willow

December 10, 2024
Barrie Today

1/ 4 A trail at the Tiffin Conservation
Area.Image supplied by Nottawasaga
Valley Conservation Authority

2 / 4 The frames at Fort Willow
Conservation Area represent where
historical buildings used to be.Image
supplied by Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority

3/ 4 Fort Willow Conservation
Area.Image supplied by Nottawasaga
Valley Conservation Authority

4 / 4 A winter wonderland at the Tiffin
Conservation Area.Image supplied by
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority

NEWS RELEASE

NOTTAWASAGA VALLEY
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) is inviting
community members with a passion
for nature to join its new Conservation
Areas Engagement Working Group.

This exciting opportunity is perfect for
those who want to roll up their
sleeves, share creative ideas, and help
shape the future of the region’s most
beloved natural spaces.



The NVCA’s 11 conservation areas
offer many opportunities for visitors to
connect with nature. Visitors can
enjoy self-guided activities such as
hiking, snowshoeing, canoeing and
fishing. Special events and education
programs offer a more interactive way
to explore nature. These spaces are
worth celebrating and protecting.

“This isnt your typical committee,”
said Elise Barr-Klouman, community
engagement facilitator at NVCA. “We
are looking for volunteers who are
passionate about protecting nature,
connecting with others, and creating
lasting change to join us. The group
will play a key role in supporting
NVCA'’s fundraising efforts and
increasing public awareness about the
importance of natural spaces.”

The new working group will focus on
increasing the profile of these
conservation areas, starting with Fort
Willow Conservation Area and Tiffin
Centre for Conservation, and
potentially extending to other
locations like Edenvale, Minesing
Wetlands, Nottawasaga Bluffs and
Petun conservation areas.

With a special focus on shaping future
events at Fort Willow Conservation
Area, members will explore innovative
programming ideas, work with
heritage and community partners,
pursue sponsorship opportunities and
support funding initiatives to expand
the event’s reach and impact.

Members will meet quarterly or more
often during key planning periods.
This volunteer opportunity offers
plenty of flexibility for members to
lead individual projects or assist at

events. Don’t miss out on the chance
to leave a legacy in the natural spaces
that make our region special.

Are you ready to make a difference?
Applications are open until Jan. 3,
2025, and selected candidates may be
invited for an interview.

For more information or to apply,
visit nvca.on.ca or contact NVCA
at lands@nvca.on.ca.




Passionate about nature? NVCA
working group needs volunteers

"This isn’t your typical committee,’
says Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority official; special focus will be
on shaping events at Fort Willow

December 12, 2024
Innisfil Today

1/ 4 A trail at the Tiffin Conservation
Area.Image supplied by Nottawasaga
Valley Conservation Authority

2 / 4 The frames at Fort Willow
Conservation Area represent where
historical buildings used to be.Image
supplied by Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority

3/ 4 Fort Willow Conservation
Area.Image supplied by Nottawasaga
Valley Conservation Authority

4 / 4 A winter wonderland at the Tiffin
Conservation Area.Image supplied by
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority

NEWS RELEASE

NOTTAWASAGA VALLEY
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) is inviting
community members with a passion
for nature to join its new Conservation
Areas Engagement Working Group.

This exciting opportunity is perfect for
those who want to roll up their
sleeves, share creative ideas, and help
shape the future of the region’s most
beloved natural spaces.



The NVCA’s 11 conservation areas
offer many opportunities for visitors to
connect with nature. Visitors can
enjoy self-guided activities such as
hiking, snowshoeing, canoeing and
fishing. Special events and education
programs offer a more interactive way
to explore nature. These spaces are
worth celebrating and protecting.

“This isnt your typical committee,”
said Elise Barr-Klouman, community
engagement facilitator at NVCA. “We
are looking for volunteers who are
passionate about protecting nature,
connecting with others, and creating
lasting change to join us. The group
will play a key role in supporting
NVCA'’s fundraising efforts and
increasing public awareness about the
importance of natural spaces.”

The new working group will focus on
increasing the profile of these
conservation areas, starting with Fort
Willow Conservation Area and Tiffin
Centre for Conservation, and
potentially extending to other
locations like Edenvale, Minesing
Wetlands, Nottawasaga Bluffs and
Petun conservation areas.

With a special focus on shaping future
events at Fort Willow Conservation
Area, members will explore innovative
programming ideas, work with
heritage and community partners,
pursue sponsorship opportunities and
support funding initiatives to expand
the event’s reach and impact.

Members will meet quarterly or more
often during key planning periods.
This volunteer opportunity offers
plenty of flexibility for members to
lead individual projects or assist at

events. Don’t miss out on the chance
to leave a legacy in the natural spaces
that make our region special.

Are you ready to make a difference?
Applications are open until Jan. 3,
2025, and selected candidates may be
invited for an interview.

For more information or to apply,
visit nvca.on.ca or contact NVCA
at lands@nvca.on.ca.




Tiffin Centre invites the public to
participate in bird count

December 12, 2024 by Brian Lockhart
New Tecumseth Times

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority is inviting residents to come
out to the Tiffin Centre and be part of
a bird count.

The event will contribute to scientific
bird count data.

If you would like to be a part of this
event, you should be prepared by
dressing for the weather, and bring
binoculars and a field guide with you,
if you have one.

Additional binoculars and guides will
be available for use at the event.

Nature Barrie, a group of local nature
enthusiasts will be on hand and
explain how to watch birds and make
notes of what you see.

Nature Barrie will give a presentation
indoors before everyone heads out
onto the trails on a guided hike to find
and practice identifying the birds at
Tiffin.

Hot chocolate is included with your
ticket and will be served at the end of
the hike. To reduce waste, please
bring your own reusable mug.

The Bird Count will take place on
Thursday, Jan. 2. The cost is $6 per
person, and includes parking and hot
chocolate. Children under three are
free.

Registration is required.

You can register online by visiting the
NVCA website at: www.nvca.on.ca.




For science: Tiffin Centre to host
annual bird count

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority urging residents to attend
Jan. 2 event

December 15, 2024 by Brian Lockhart
Barrie Today

A crow hangs out on a high branch in
Barrie in this file photo.Kevin
Lamb/BarrieToday

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) is inviting residents
to come out to the Tiffin Centre and
be part of a bird count.

The event will contribute to scientific
bird-count data.

If you would like to be a part of this
event, you should be prepared by
dressing for the weather, and bring
binoculars and a field guide with you,
if you have one.

Additional binoculars and guides will
be available for use at the event.

Nature Barrie, a group of local nature
enthusiasts will be on hand and
explain how to watch birds and make
notes of what you see.

Nature Barrie will give a presentation
indoors before everyone heads out
onto the trails on a guided hike to find
and practice identifying the birds at
the Tiffin Centre.

Hot chocolate is included with your
ticket and will be served at the end of
the hike. To reduce waste, please
bring your own reusable mug.

The Bird Count will take place on
Thursday, Jan. 2. The cost is $6 per
person, and includes parking and hot
chocolate. Children under three are
free.

Registration is required. You can
register online by visiting the NVCA
website at nvca.on.ca.

Brian Lockhart is a Local Journalism
Initiative reporter with the New
Tecumseth Times. LJI is a federally
funded program.



Position of CAO Open at NVCA

December 19, 2024 by Adrianne
Proceviat

FM 92 South Simcoe

The help wanted sign is out at the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority.

Doug Hevenor, the Chief
Administrative Officer announced his
retirement this week.

Director of Corporate Services, Sheryl
Flannagan has been designated as the
interim CAO.

The NVCA Board of Directors will begin
the recruitment process for a new
Chief Administrative Officer.



NVCA’'s new working group offers
chance to help shape the future of
natural spaces

December 20, 2024 by Trina Berlo

Creemore Echo
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The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) is inviting
community members with a passion
for nature to join its new conservation
areas engagement working group,
offering an opportunity for those who
want to roll up their sleeves, share
creative ideas, and help shape the
future of the region’s most beloved
natural spaces.

NVCA'’s 11 conservation areas offer
many opportunities for visitors to
connect with nature.

Visitors can enjoy self-guided
activities such as hiking, snowshoeing,
canoeing and fishing.

Special events and education
programs offer a more interactive way
to explore nature.

These spaces are worth celebrating
and protecting.

“This isn't your typical committee,”
said NVCA’s community engagement
facilitator Elise Barr-Klouman. “"We are
looking for volunteers who are
passionate about protecting nature,
connecting with others, and creating

lasting change to join us. The group
willplay a key role in supporting
NVCA'’s fundraising efforts and
increasing public awareness about the
importance of natural spaces.”

The new working group will focus on
increasing the profile of these
conservation areas, starting with Fort
Willow Conservation Area and Tiffin
Centre for Conservation, and
potentially extending to other
locations like Edenvale, Minesing
Wetlands, Nottawasaga Bluffs, and
Petun Conservation Areas.

With a special focus on shaping future
events at Fort Willow Conservation
Area, members will explore innovative
programming ideas, work with
heritage and community partners,
pursue sponsorship opportunities and
support funding initiatives to expand
the event’s reach and impact.

Members will meet quarterly or more
often during key planning periods.
This volunteer opportunity offers
plenty of flexibility for members to
lead individual projects or assist at
events.

Applications are open until Jan. 3, and
selected candidates may be invited for
an interview.

For more information or to apply, visit
nvca.on.ca or contact NVCA at
lands@nvca.on.ca.

NVCA photo: A winter wonderland at
Tiffin Conservation Area in Utopia.



NVCA looking for volunteers for
the Conservation Areas
Engagement Working Group

December 20, 2024 by Brian Lockhart
New Tecumseth Times

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority is inviting community
members with a passion for nature to
join its new Conservation Areas
Engagement Working Group.

This is an exciting opportunity for
those who want to roll up their
sleeves, share creative ideas, and help
shape the future of the region’s most
beloved natural spaces.

The NVCA’s 11 Conservation Areas
offer many opportunities for visitors to
connect with nature. Visitors can
enjoy self-guided activities such as
hiking, snowshoeing, canoeing and
fishing. Special events and education
programs offer a more interactive way
to explore nature.

“This isn’t your typical committee,”
said Elise Barr-Klouman, community
engagement facilitator at NVCA. “"We
are looking for volunteers who are
passionate about protecting nature,
connecting with others, and creating
lasting change to join us. The group
will play a key role in supporting
NVCA'’s fundraising efforts and
increasing public awareness about the
importance of natural spaces.”

The new working group will focus on
increasing the profile of the
Conservation Areas, starting with Fort
Willow Conservation Area and Tiffin
Centre for Conservation, and
potentially extending to other
locations like Edenvale, Minesing

Wetlands, Nottasawaga Bluffs, and
Petun Conservation Areas.

With a special focus on shaping future
events at Fort Willow Conservation
Area, members will explore innovative
programming ideas, work with
heritage and community partners,
pursue sponsorship opportunities, and
support funding initiatives to expand
the event’s reach and impact.

Members will meet quarterly or more
often during key planning periods.
This volunteer opportunity offers
plenty of flexibility for members to
lead individual projects or assist at
events.

If you are interested in joining the
Conservation Areas Engagement
Working Group, applications are open
until Jan. 3, 2025. Selected candidates
may be invited for an interview.

For more information or to apply, visit
online at nvca.on.ca or contact NVCA
at lands@nvca.on.ca.




NVCA Warns of Dangerous
Waterways

December 21, 2024 by Phil DeLand

Bayshore Broadcasting

Monora Park Dam - Credit Valley
Conservation

Conservation authorities are telling
people to exercise caution around
waterways this holiday season.

A release from the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority says keep
family and pets away from the edges
of all waterways and water bodies.

They say streams, rivers, ponds and
lakes are extremely dangerous at this
time of year as streambanks are
slippery and unstable and the water is
cold.

Although temperatures have dropped
since November when it was warmer,
the area could see some free-thaw
cycles to end the month.

The melted ice and snow can cause
higher water levels, faster flowing
water in waterways, potentially
creating very hazardous conditions.



NVCA Warns of Dangerous
Waterways

December 21, 2024 by Phil DelLand
Country 105

Conservation authorities are telling
people to exercise caution around
waterways this holiday season.

A release from the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority says keep
family and pets away from the edges
of all waterways and water bodies.

They say streams, rivers, ponds and
lakes are extremely dangerous at this
time of year as streambanks are
slippery and unstable and the water is
cold.

Although temperatures have dropped
since November when it was warmer,
the area could see some free-thaw
cycles to end the month.

The melted ice and snow can cause
higher water levels, faster flowing
water in waterways, potentially
creating very hazardous conditions.



Flock to Tiffin Centre, join in on
annual bird count

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority urging residents to attend
Jan. 2 event

December 21, 2024 by Brian Lockhart
Innisfil Today

A crow hangs out on a high branch in
Barrie in this file photo.Kevin
Lamb/BarrieToday

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) is inviting residents
to come out to the Tiffin Centre and
be part of a bird count.

The event will contribute to scientific
bird-count data.

If you would like to be a part of this
event, you should be prepared by
dressing for the weather, and bring
binoculars and a field guide with you,
if you have one.

Additional binoculars and guides will
be available for use at the event.

Nature Barrie, a group of local nature
enthusiasts will be on hand and
explain how to watch birds and make
notes of what you see.

Nature Barrie will give a presentation
indoors before everyone heads out
onto the trails on a guided hike to find
and practice identifying the birds at
the Tiffin Centre.

Hot chocolate is included with your
ticket and will be served at the end of
the hike. To reduce waste, please
bring your own reusable mug.

The Bird Count will take place on
Thursday, Jan. 2. The cost is $6 per
person, and includes parking and hot
chocolate. Children under three are
free.

Registration is required. You can
register online by visiting the NVCA
website at nvca.on.ca.

Brian Lockhart is a Local Journalism
Initiative reporter with the New
Tecumseth Times. LJI is a federally
funded program.



'Compassion and care': NVCA CAO
announces retirement

Doug Hevenor retires after seven
years; decision takes effect
immediately

December 22, 2024

Barrie Today

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority’s Sheryl Flannagan, director
of corporate services, listens as Doug
Hevenor, CAO, speaks during the
regular meeting of council in Bradford
on Tuesday evening, Nov. 7,
2023.Michael Owen/BradfordToday

NEWS RELEASE

NOTTAWASAGA VALLEY
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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Doug Hevenor, the Chief
Administrative Officer (CAQO) at the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA), announced his
retirement today, effective
immediately.

“The Board of Directors would like to
thank Doug for his leadership and
service over the last seven years,”
said Gail Little, NVCA’s Chair. “He has
shown compassion and care for the
health of the Nottawasaga Watershed.

We wish him all the best in his
retirement.”

As the NVCA Board of Directors
prepares to recruit a new CAO, they
have designated Sheryl Flannagan as
the interim CAO.
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Beware of 'unstable' winter
hazards along local water bodies:
LSRCA

Lake Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority offers safety tips for the
season

December 22, 2024

Innisfil Today

File photoLake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority

NEWS RELEASE

LAKE SIMCOE REGION
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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Lake Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority reminds watershed residents
to be prepared for winter hazards,
particularly around bodies of water.

The conservation authority advises
everyone to exercise caution and keep
family and pets away from edges of all
water bodies.

Hazardous conditions on and
around bodies of water

Frequent freeze-thaw cycles can
create hazardous conditions by
increasing runoff and contributing to
higher water levels and faster flows in

local watercourses. Accumulated snow
and ice will also melt and refreeze,
causing slippery and unstable areas
around water. Slippery banks, high
water levels, and fast-flowing cold
water can lead to very hazardous and
dangerous conditions.

Winter hazards are not limited to
natural shorelines and riverbanks.
Stormwater ponds, while seemingly
inviting for skating, are dangerous.
These ponds are designed to collect
stormwater runoff from the
surrounding neighbourhood and have
water flowing in and out of them year-
round. Road salt and other pollutants
also collect in these ponds, further
weakening any ice that forms.
Because of these functions, the ice
formed on the surface is extremely
unstable and should never be used for
recreational purposes.

Enjoy the outdoors — safely

Despite these hazards, you can still
enjoy the outdoors this time of the
year. At conservation areas and
municipal parks, official trails have
been created with your safety in mind.
Use these trails and spend time
outdoors safely.

To minimize risks while enjoying
winter weather, the conservation
authority reminds the community to
follow these safety tips:

e Stay on the official trails at
Ontario’s conservation areas to
enjoy the outdoors safely.

o Keep family members and pets
away from riverbanks and edges of
all water bodies.



e Do not attempt to drive or walk on
iced-covered water bodies. Always
obey any posted safety signs.

o Avoid all recreational activities in
or around water, especially near
ice jams or ice-covered water
bodies, unless at an officially
designated municipal facility.

e Never use stormwater ponds for
ice skating or any other activity.
Water levels on these ponds can
change due to road salt, snow
melting, and changing
temperatures causing cracks and
dangerously thin ice.

e Rescuing another person or a pet
from ice is dangerous. If you see
anyone that has fallen through the
ice, call 911 for help immediately.

Be prepared and stay up to date on
flood or conservation area conditions
by following us online:

e Facebook
— lakesimcoeconservation

e Instagram
— @lakesimcoeconservation

¢ Media room
— Isrca.on.ca/index.php/about-
us/media-room

Find out more about the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority flood
forecasting and warning program

at Isrca.on.ca/index.php/home/flood-

forecasting.
For information about regional water

levels, please contact your local
conservation authority:

e Lake Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority: 905-895-1281

Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority: 416-661-6514

Conservation Halton: 905-336-
1158

Credit Valley Conservation: 905-
670-1615

Central Lake Ontario Conservation

Authority: 905-579-0411

Ganaraska Region Conservation
Authority: 905-885-8173

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority: 705-424-1479

Kawartha Conservation: 705-328-
2271




Bundle up and head out to an
NVCA site for some family-friendly
wintertime fun

Select trails maintained year-round

Everything from geocaching to
snowshoeing available.

December 22, 2024 by Brett Glover

Simcoe.com

A family of winter birdwatchers on the
trails of the Tiffin Conservation Area.

While the snowy weather has set in
across the land, the Nottawasaga
Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA)
still has plenty of winter activities to
enjoy.

Here are five fun things to do during
the wintertime at NVCA conservation
areas:

Hiking at Nottawasaga Bluffs

The Nottawasaga Bluffs Conservation
Area promises views of some
breathtaking vistas, while only the
main trail is seasonally accessible. The
trail is suitable for hiking as well as
snowshoeing, but is not maintained
for skiing or cycling.

Snowshoeing at Fort Willow

A half-kilometre trail will take you into
the heart of historic Fort Willow,
where you may be able to see the
outline of the fort’s former buildings,
which served as a supply depot during
the war of 1812. Three snowshoeing
trails, ranging in length from 500
metres to 1.5 km, can be found at the
NVCA’s Minesing Wetlands
Conservation Area.

Geocaching

Participate in a treasure hunt at most
NVCA conservation areas, with caches
hidden in areas available in the
wintertime. The NVCA encourages
folks to download the geocaching app,
but asks that anyone wishing to place
a new cache request permission via
email first. Some caches contain small
items, so if you take something,
remember to replace it with
something of equal value.

Plenty of fun for the wee ones

The NVCA offers several winter
programs for children in the toddler to
10-year-old age range, and that
includes the Tiffin Nature School. Kids
aged 2.5 to 10 can explore and
connect with nature, through what the
NVCA calls an immersive outdoor
experience. Half day and full day
programs are available on Tuesday
and Thursdays from Sept. 3 — May
29, 2025.

Take a virtual field trip

Sure, getting out and about in
wintertime can be fun and
exhilarating, but sometimes staying
cosy and warm at home is a great
choice too. But you're still able to
enjoy some of what the NVCA has to



offer. Visit the NVCA’s website to
enjoy virtual field trips to Lake Huron
and the Georgian Bay shoreline,

or dive into history at Fort Willow.




Beware winter hazards along local
water bodies: Environmental

group

Area conservation authority offers
safety tips for the season

December 23, 2024

Midland Today

File photoLake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority

NEWS RELEASE

LAKE SIMCOE REGION
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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Lake Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority reminds watershed residents
to be prepared for winter hazards,
particularly around bodies of water.

The conservation authority advises
everyone to exercise caution and keep
family and pets away from edges of all
water bodies.

Hazardous conditions on and
around bodies of water

Frequent freeze-thaw cycles can
create hazardous conditions by
increasing runoff and contributing to
higher water levels and faster flows in

local watercourses. Accumulated snow
and ice will also melt and refreeze,
causing slippery and unstable areas
around water. Slippery banks, high
water levels, and fast-flowing cold
water can lead to very hazardous and
dangerous conditions.

Winter hazards are not limited to
natural shorelines and riverbanks.
Stormwater ponds, while seemingly
inviting for skating, are dangerous.
These ponds are designed to collect
stormwater runoff from the
surrounding neighbourhood and have
water flowing in and out of them year-
round. Road salt and other pollutants
also collect in these ponds, further
weakening any ice that forms.
Because of these functions, the ice
formed on the surface is extremely
unstable and should never be used for
recreational purposes.

Enjoy the outdoors — safely

Despite these hazards, you can still
enjoy the outdoors this time of the
year. At conservation areas and
municipal parks, official trails have
been created with your safety in mind.
Use these trails and spend time
outdoors safely.

To minimize risks while enjoying
winter weather, the conservation
authority reminds the community to
follow these safety tips:

e Stay on the official trails at
Ontario’s conservation areas to
enjoy the outdoors safely.

o Keep family members and pets
away from riverbanks and edges of
all water bodies.



e Do not attempt to drive or walk on
iced-covered water bodies. Always
obey any posted safety signs.

o Avoid all recreational activities in
or around water, especially near
ice jams or ice-covered water
bodies, unless at an officially
designated municipal facility.

e Never use stormwater ponds for
ice skating or any other activity.
Water levels on these ponds can
change due to road salt, snow
melting, and changing
temperatures causing cracks and
dangerously thin ice.

e Rescuing another person or a pet
from ice is dangerous. If you see
anyone that has fallen through the
ice, call 911 for help immediately.

Be prepared and stay up to date on
flood or conservation area conditions
by following us online:

e Facebook
— lakesimcoeconservation

e Instagram
— @lakesimcoeconservation

¢ Media room
— Isrca.on.ca/index.php/about-
us/media-room

Find out more about the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority flood
forecasting and warning program

at Isrca.on.ca/index.php/home/flood-

forecasting.
For information about regional water

levels, please contact your local
conservation authority:

e Lake Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority: 905-895-1281

Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority: 416-661-6514

Conservation Halton: 905-336-
1158

Credit Valley Conservation: 905-
670-1615

Central Lake Ontario Conservation

Authority: 905-579-0411

Ganaraska Region Conservation
Authority: 905-885-8173

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority: 705-424-1479

Kawartha Conservation: 705-328-
2271




These Ontario bluffs have
breathtaking vistas of the
surrounding countryside

December 27, 2024 by Karen Doradea

Curiocity

Photo via NVCA

Nottawasaga Bluffs Conservation Area
is a treasure of natural beauty, home
to sweeping vistas and rocky trails.

Spanning 400 acres, this park is the
perfect spot for a day of adventure,
whether you’re a hiking enthusiast or
just looking for a peaceful escape.

According to the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority, you’ll get to
step back in time as you wander the
trails and see where “settlers once
toiled to cut a living out of the
wilderness.”

Timber and limestone industries
actually helped shape nearby
communities like Singhampton and
Glen Huron, too. The region is just
bustling in history.

What can you do at Nottawasaga
Bluffs Conservation Area?

Trail lovers, rejoice! This conservation
area connects to the iconic Bruce Trail,
with side trails like the Betty Carter
and Ian Lang Memorial Trails offering
plenty to explore.

The Key Hole Side Trail is a must-see
too. Its dramatic crevices even hold
onto patches of snow well into June.

But for the views, trek down the main
trail from the parking lot to get access
to the lookout which is seasonally
accessible, depending on weather.

It's important to note that all other
trails are not considered accessible
due to inclines and uneven surfaces,
according to the conservation area.

But when the snow takes over its
trails, they become suitable for hiking
and snowshoeing but are not
maintained for skiing or cycling - so
be wary.

Recent upgrades make your visit even
smoother. The brand-new parking lot
on the south side of 15/16th Sideroad
is a game-changer, featuring a
seasonal washroom building and a
convenient trailhead to the Ian Lang
Memorial Trail.

But a heads-up: those washrooms are
closed for the winter, and overnight
parking and camping are a no-go
here.



COLUMN: Submit permit
applications early to avoid delays

'Early submission of permit
applications allows us to work
together to address any concerns,
giving your project the best chance of
success,' says NVCA official

January 4, 2024
Barrie Today

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority encourages people to submit
permit applications early to avoid
delays in development projects.Photo
supplied by the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority

As we ring in 2025, we also welcome
the arrival of the new construction
season.

While most people won’t be breaking
ground until the spring, the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) recommends you
plan ahead to ensure approvals are in
place before construction season
begins.

At the NVCA, we're committed to
promoting and regulating responsible
development across our watershed.
With more than 450 permit
applications received in 2024, we're

proud to have worked with landowners
to provide approvals with prescribed
timelines 99 per cent of the time since
April 1, 2024. However, the key to a
smooth and timely approval process
lies in one critical step: submitting
your complete permit application early
to avoid potential construction delays.

Planning a construction project
involves many moving parts.
Requesting a pre-consultation meeting
in advance of submitting your formal
application will inform whether any
studies may be required and confirm
submission requirements to ensure
NVCA staff have what they need to
complete their review. Complex
projects may require input from other
professionals, such as engineers or
environmental consultants. While the
NVCA maintains strict timeframes for
how quickly permit applications must
be processed and approved or denied,
those regulations don’t account for
time spent waiting after we've
requested additional information.
Being prepared with all necessary
documentation can significantly
streamline the process, and getting in
early allows buffer time if clarification
is required. A proactive approach will
keep your project timeline on track
and minimize unexpected delays.

Permit applications can take up to
three weeks to process and up to 90
days to approve, depending on the
complexity of your project. Once
approved, permits are typically valid
for 24 months. If more time is
required, applicants can extend their
valid permit once for an additional 24
months, giving them plenty of time to
complete their projects.



Our team at the NVCA is here to guide
you through the permit process,
ensuring your project is safe and
sustainable, making our watershed
more resilient to flooding and other
natural hazards. Early submission of
permit applications allows us to work
together to address any concerns,
giving your project the best chance of
success.

By submitting your application early,
you're not just helping us meet our
timelines — you're setting yourself up
for a smooth and successful project.
With our expertise and your proactive
approach, we can make faster
approvals a reality.

Start your application today, and let’s
work together to build a better future
for the Nottawasaga watershed.

Ben Krul is the manager of
development planning and permits
with the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority. For more
information about planning your
development, visit nvca.on.ca.



COLUMN: Submit permit
applications early to avoid delays

'Early submission of permit
applications allows us to work
together to address any concerns,
giving your project the best chance of
success,' says NVCA official

January 4, 2024
Bradford Today

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority encourages people to submit
permit applications early to avoid
delays in development projects.Photo
supplied by the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority

As we ring in 2025, we also welcome
the arrival of the new construction
season.

While most people won’t be breaking
ground until the spring, the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) recommends you
plan ahead to ensure approvals are in
place before construction season
begins.

At the NVCA, we're committed to
promoting and regulating responsible
development across our watershed.
With more than 450 permit
applications received in 2024, we're

proud to have worked with landowners
to provide approvals with prescribed
timelines 99 per cent of the time since
April 1, 2024. However, the key to a
smooth and timely approval process
lies in one critical step: submitting
your complete permit application early
to avoid potential construction delays.

Planning a construction project
involves many moving parts.
Requesting a pre-consultation meeting
in advance of submitting your formal
application will inform whether any
studies may be required and confirm
submission requirements to ensure
NVCA staff have what they need to
complete their review. Complex
projects may require input from other
professionals, such as engineers or
environmental consultants. While the
NVCA maintains strict timeframes for
how quickly permit applications must
be processed and approved or denied,
those regulations don’t account for
time spent waiting after we've
requested additional information.
Being prepared with all necessary
documentation can significantly
streamline the process, and getting in
early allows buffer time if clarification
is required. A proactive approach will
keep your project timeline on track
and minimize unexpected delays.

Permit applications can take up to
three weeks to process and up to 90
days to approve, depending on the
complexity of your project. Once
approved, permits are typically valid
for 24 months. If more time is
required, applicants can extend their
valid permit once for an additional 24
months, giving them plenty of time to
complete their projects.



Our team at the NVCA is here to guide
you through the permit process,
ensuring your project is safe and
sustainable, making our watershed
more resilient to flooding and other
natural hazards. Early submission of
permit applications allows us to work
together to address any concerns,
giving your project the best chance of
success.

By submitting your application early,
you're not just helping us meet our
timelines — you're setting yourself up
for a smooth and successful project.
With our expertise and your proactive
approach, we can make faster
approvals a reality.

Start your application today, and let’s
work together to build a better future
for the Nottawasaga watershed.

Ben Krul is the manager of
development planning and permits
with the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority. For more
information about planning your
development, visit nvca.on.ca.



COLUMN: Submit permit
applications early to avoid delays

'Early submission of permit
applications allows us to work
together to address any concerns,
giving your project the best chance of
success,' says NVCA official

January 3, 2024
Collingwood Today

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority encourages people to submit
permit applications early to avoid
delays in development projects.Photo
supplied by the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority

As we ring in 2025, we also welcome
the arrival of the new construction
season.

While most people won’t be breaking
ground until the spring, the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) recommends you
plan ahead to ensure approvals are in
place before construction season
begins.

At the NVCA, we're committed to
promoting and regulating responsible
development across our watershed.
With more than 450 permit
applications received in 2024, we're

proud to have worked with landowners
to provide approvals with prescribed
timelines 99 per cent of the time since
April 1, 2024. However, the key to a
smooth and timely approval process
lies in one critical step: submitting
your complete permit application early
to avoid potential construction delays.

Planning a construction project
involves many moving parts.
Requesting a pre-consultation meeting
in advance of submitting your formal
application will inform whether any
studies may be required and confirm
submission requirements to ensure
NVCA staff have what they need to
complete their review. Complex
projects may require input from other
professionals, such as engineers or
environmental consultants. While the
NVCA maintains strict timeframes for
how quickly permit applications must
be processed and approved or denied,
those regulations don’t account for
time spent waiting after we've
requested additional information.
Being prepared with all necessary
documentation can significantly
streamline the process, and getting in
early allows buffer time if clarification
is required. A proactive approach will
keep your project timeline on track
and minimize unexpected delays.

Permit applications can take up to
three weeks to process and up to 90
days to approve, depending on the
complexity of your project. Once
approved, permits are typically valid
for 24 months. If more time is
required, applicants can extend their
valid permit once for an additional 24
months, giving them plenty of time to
complete their projects.



Our team at the NVCA is here to guide
you through the permit process,
ensuring your project is safe and
sustainable, making our watershed
more resilient to flooding and other
natural hazards. Early submission of
permit applications allows us to work
together to address any concerns,
giving your project the best chance of
success.

By submitting your application early,
you're not just helping us meet our
timelines — you're setting yourself up
for a smooth and successful project.
With our expertise and your proactive
approach, we can make faster
approvals a reality.

Start your application today, and let’s
work together to build a better future
for the Nottawasaga watershed.

Ben Krul is the manager of
development planning and permits
with the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority. For more
information about planning your
development, visit nvca.on.ca.



COLUMN: Submit permit
applications early to avoid delays

'Early submission of permit
applications allows us to work
together to address any concerns,
giving your project the best chance of
success,' says NVCA official

January 4, 2024
Innisfil Today

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority encourages people to submit
permit applications early to avoid
delays in development projects.Photo
supplied by the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority

As we ring in 2025, we also welcome
the arrival of the new construction
season.

While most people won’t be breaking
ground until the spring, the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) recommends you
plan ahead to ensure approvals are in
place before construction season
begins.

At the NVCA, we're committed to
promoting and regulating responsible
development across our watershed.
With more than 450 permit
applications received in 2024, we're

proud to have worked with landowners
to provide approvals with prescribed
timelines 99 per cent of the time since
April 1, 2024. However, the key to a
smooth and timely approval process
lies in one critical step: submitting
your complete permit application early
to avoid potential construction delays.

Planning a construction project
involves many moving parts.
Requesting a pre-consultation meeting
in advance of submitting your formal
application will inform whether any
studies may be required and confirm
submission requirements to ensure
NVCA staff have what they need to
complete their review. Complex
projects may require input from other
professionals, such as engineers or
environmental consultants. While the
NVCA maintains strict timeframes for
how quickly permit applications must
be processed and approved or denied,
those regulations don’t account for
time spent waiting after we've
requested additional information.
Being prepared with all necessary
documentation can significantly
streamline the process, and getting in
early allows buffer time if clarification
is required. A proactive approach will
keep your project timeline on track
and minimize unexpected delays.

Permit applications can take up to
three weeks to process and up to 90
days to approve, depending on the
complexity of your project. Once
approved, permits are typically valid
for 24 months. If more time is
required, applicants can extend their
valid permit once for an additional 24
months, giving them plenty of time to
complete their projects.



Our team at the NVCA is here to guide
you through the permit process,
ensuring your project is safe and
sustainable, making our watershed
more resilient to flooding and other
natural hazards. Early submission of
permit applications allows us to work
together to address any concerns,
giving your project the best chance of
success.

By submitting your application early,
you're not just helping us meet our
timelines — you're setting yourself up
for a smooth and successful project.
With our expertise and your proactive
approach, we can make faster
approvals a reality.

Start your application today, and let’s
work together to build a better future
for the Nottawasaga watershed.

Ben Krul is the manager of
development planning and permits
with the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority. For more
information about planning your
development, visit nvca.on.ca.



COLUMN: Submit permit
applications early to avoid delays

'Early submission of permit
applications allows us to work
together to address any concerns,
giving your project the best chance of
success,' says NVCA official

January 3, 2024
Orillia Matters

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority encourages people to submit
permit applications early to avoid
delays in development projects.Photo
supplied by the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority

As we ring in 2025, we also welcome
the arrival of the new construction
season.

While most people won’t be breaking
ground until the spring, the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) recommends you
plan ahead to ensure approvals are in
place before construction season
begins.

At the NVCA, we're committed to
promoting and regulating responsible
development across our watershed.
With more than 450 permit
applications received in 2024, we're

proud to have worked with landowners
to provide approvals with prescribed
timelines 99 per cent of the time since
April 1, 2024. However, the key to a
smooth and timely approval process
lies in one critical step: submitting
your complete permit application early
to avoid potential construction delays.

Planning a construction project
involves many moving parts.
Requesting a pre-consultation meeting
in advance of submitting your formal
application will inform whether any
studies may be required and confirm
submission requirements to ensure
NVCA staff have what they need to
complete their review. Complex
projects may require input from other
professionals, such as engineers or
environmental consultants. While the
NVCA maintains strict timeframes for
how quickly permit applications must
be processed and approved or denied,
those regulations don’t account for
time spent waiting after we've
requested additional information.
Being prepared with all necessary
documentation can significantly
streamline the process, and getting in
early allows buffer time if clarification
is required. A proactive approach will
keep your project timeline on track
and minimize unexpected delays.

Permit applications can take up to
three weeks to process and up to 90
days to approve, depending on the
complexity of your project. Once
approved, permits are typically valid
for 24 months. If more time is
required, applicants can extend their
valid permit once for an additional 24
months, giving them plenty of time to
complete their projects.



Our team at the NVCA is here to guide
you through the permit process,
ensuring your project is safe and
sustainable, making our watershed
more resilient to flooding and other
natural hazards. Early submission of
permit applications allows us to work
together to address any concerns,
giving your project the best chance of
success.

By submitting your application early,
you're not just helping us meet our
timelines — you're setting yourself up
for a smooth and successful project.
With our expertise and your proactive
approach, we can make faster
approvals a reality.

Start your application today, and let’s
work together to build a better future
for the Nottawasaga watershed.

Ben Krul is the manager of
development planning and permits
with the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority. For more
information about planning your
development, visit nvca.on.ca.



Take Care Near Bodies of Water
January 6, 2025 by Adrianne Proceviat
FM92 South Simcoe

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority advises that Ministry of
Natural Resources has issued a
Provincial Watershed Conditions
Statement covering the watershed.

A cold front is moving slowly south
across the province of Ontario.

It is bringing cold, sub-zero,
temperatures and sustained winds to
southern Lake Superior coast and
southern Ontario and continuing into
this week.

Day time temperature highs are
forecast to remain anywhere from -
5°C to -15°C.

Frazil ice is currently forming in some
areas of Ontario.

Stream levels and flows are still
elevated in areas that experienced
warm temperatures, snowmelt and
rain last week; however, the cold snap
and forecast cold weather conditions
are ideal for the formation of frazil ice
on open water approaching zero
degrees.

Lack of ice cover and exposure of the
water surface to cold temperatures
and/or wind chills below -18°C can
trigger the formation of frazil ice.

Frazil ice can accumulate quickly on
bridge abutments, piers, and
riverbanks.

Consequently, water levels can rise
quickly upstream of areas susceptible
to frazil, or anchor ice constrictions,

and may lead to localized high-water
conditions or flooding in vulnerable
areas.

Please exercise caution around all
bodies of water.

The public and especially children are
advised to stay away from all
watercourses, bridges, culverts and
dams.

Alert any children under your care of
these dangers and supervise their
activities.

Please avoid driving through flooded
roadways.



Take Care Near Bodies of Water
January 6, 2025 by Adrianne Proceviat
Milton Now

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority advises that Ministry of
Natural Resources has issued a
Provincial Watershed Conditions
Statement covering the watershed.

A cold front is moving slowly south
across the province of Ontario.

It is bringing cold, sub-zero,
temperatures and sustained winds to
southern Lake Superior coast and
southern Ontario and continuing into
this week.

Day time temperature highs are
forecast to remain anywhere from -
5°C to -15°C.

Frazil ice is currently forming in some
areas of Ontario.

Stream levels and flows are still
elevated in areas that experienced
warm temperatures, snowmelt and
rain last week; however, the cold snap
and forecast cold weather conditions
are ideal for the formation of frazil ice
on open water approaching zero
degrees.

Lack of ice cover and exposure of the
water surface to cold temperatures
and/or wind chills below -18°C can
trigger the formation of frazil ice.

Frazil ice can accumulate quickly on
bridge abutments, piers, and
riverbanks.

Consequently, water levels can rise
quickly upstream of areas susceptible
to frazil, or anchor ice constrictions,

and may lead to localized high-water
conditions or flooding in vulnerable
areas.

Please exercise caution around all
bodies of water.

The public and especially children are
advised to stay away from all
watercourses, bridges, culverts and
dams.

Alert any children under your care of
these dangers and supervise their
activities.

Please avoid driving through flooded
roadways.



NVCA issues winter waterway
safety warning

January 9, 2025 by Brian Lockhart
Hamilton Spectator

The recent snowfall and thawing from
mild weather have created an
increased hazard near local
waterways.

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) has issued a
warning to exercise caution near all
waterways.

The NVCA is urging residents and
visitors to exercise caution and keep
family and pets away from the edges
of all waterways and water bodies.
Streams, rivers, ponds, and lakes are
extremely dangerous at this time of
year as streambanks are slippery and
unstable, and the water is cold.

As the region is experiencing periodic
freeze-thaw cycles, this is causing
recurrent melting of accumulated
snow and ice cover. The melted ice
and snow cause higher water levels
and faster-flowing water in
waterways. potentially creating very
hazardous conditions.

To keep safe, keep family and pets
away from all bodies of water and
avoid all recreational activities in or
around water.

Only use trails at your local parks and
conservation areas for winter outdoor
activities, and only when they are
maintained.

Follow staff instructions and signage
throughout NVCA conservation areas.



NCVA issues winter waterway
safety warning

January 9, 2025 by Brian Lockhart
New Tecumseth Times

The recent snowfall and thawing from
mild weather have created an
increased hazard near local
waterways.

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) has issued a
warning to exercise caution near all
waterways.

The NVCA is urging residents and
visitors to exercise caution and keep
family and pets away from the edges
of all waterways and water bodies.
Streams, rivers, ponds, and lakes are
extremely dangerous at this time of
year as streambanks are slippery and
unstable, and the water is cold.

As the region is experiencing periodic
freeze-thaw cycles, this is causing
recurrent melting of accumulated
snow and ice cover. The melted ice
and snow cause higher water levels
and faster-flowing water in
waterways. potentially creating very
hazardous conditions.

To keep safe, keep family and pets
away from all bodies of water and
avoid all recreational activities in or
around water.

Only use trails at your local parks and
conservation areas for winter outdoor
activities, and only when they are
maintained.

Follow staff instructions and signage
throughout NVCA conservation areas.



NVCA issues winter waterway
safety warning

January 9, 2025 by Brian Lockhart
Penticton Herald

The recent snowfall and thawing from
mild weather have created an
increased hazard near local
waterways.

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) has issued a
warning to exercise caution near all
waterways.

The NVCA is urging residents and
visitors to exercise caution and keep
family and pets away from the edges
of all waterways and water bodies.
Streams, rivers, ponds, and lakes are
extremely dangerous at this time of
year as streambanks are slippery and
unstable, and the water is cold.

As the region is experiencing periodic
freeze-thaw cycles, this is causing
recurrent melting of accumulated
snow and ice cover. The melted ice
and snow cause higher water levels
and faster-flowing water in
waterways. potentially creating very
hazardous conditions.

To keep safe, keep family and pets
away from all bodies of water and
avoid all recreational activities in or
around water.

Only use trails at your local parks and
conservation areas for winter outdoor
activities, and only when they are
maintained.

Follow staff instructions and signage
throughout NVCA conservation areas.
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